The Sociology of Migrations: The context of Spain and the European Union
Course Information: The Rules
Course Objectives
Students will be able to:
* Critically analyze contemporary debates around immigration, immigration policy, border controls, refugees and integration in Europe and further afield;
* Understand the European context of migration 
* Understand the interplay between EU policies and national policies in migration 
* Understand historical processes of migration and patterns of migration;
* Understand the mechanisms behind migration processes; why people migrate;
* Understand different theoretical approaches that explain the above  mechanisms;
* Identify and differentiate between the major theories of migration;
* Apply concepts from sociological theories of migration to experiences of migration and integration
* Draft a purpose statement, research questions and hypotheses on a research topic in migration
* Develop Improved presentation skills
* Develop Improved analytical skills
* Develop Improved capacity to take on collaborative assignments 
 
Expectations
In order to gain maximum benefits from this course, you should
1. Participate fully in class by 
· reading assigned material prior to class 
· attending regularly
· contributing actively to class discussions
[bookmark: _GoBack]2. Take responsibility for your own learning by
· relating course content and projects to your own professional interests
· monitoring your own understanding
· seeking clarification and assistance when necessary
3. Demonstrate respect and consideration for others by
· listening when others are speaking
· being present for the entire class period
Examination
Final exam: 40%
Class participation: 10%: 
Participation is a central part of the course and there are numerous ways to participate in the course (questions, comments, visits to office hours) that will be more or less relevant to different students’ personal styles. However, I cannot give credit for participation without any evidence (i.e. if you don’t speak up somewhere/somehow I don’t know what you are thinking). Attendance in and of itself without speaking will not give you much credit for participation although missing class will be counted against you. 
Group project: 25%
You will be broken into groups in the beginning of the semester to work on a short presentation about immigration in a specific European country. The presentation will give a brief overview of the history of immigration in your country as well as the main immigration issues in contemporary society in that country. More details on the project will come in the first weeks of the class. 
Tentative Template Country Reports:
1.  Policy Approach to International Migration 
2. Types of Migration (Refugees, amnesty, labor migration etc etc)
3. Stock (Size of Migration, now and historically.)
4. Ethnicity (Cultural and regional characteristics of migrant populations) . 
5. The Main Immigration Issue(s) Currently
* Presentations Should be approximately 40-45 min long leaving the remaining time for questions.
* You are encourage to embedd audio-visual material in the presentations.
* Presentations should be uploaded in AulaGlobal in the session you present. 
* Grades will be given after all the presentations. 
* All students will fill out an evaluation form in relation to each presentations. Replies are anonymized and will become available to the presenters to increase feedback

Research paper: 25%
You will write a (1500-2000) word analysis paper You are free to pursue any topic related to European immigration, although it must be approved by me to ensure that it is appropriate for the course. The paper must be framed around a research question and you must evaluate competing hypotheses to answer that research question. The purpose is to get first-hand experience working with data and exploring the nuances of your data. You will be graded on the thoroughness with which you analyze the data, and the extent to which your conclusions are consistent with the nuances of the results. 
It is suggested that you conduct quantitative analysis using any of the following sources.
1) the European Social Survey (ESS) http://www.europeansocialsurvey.org/   The ESS is a large cross-national survey that has been conducted in over 20 countries across Europe since 2002 (there are currently eight rounds of data available, the most recent from 2016). It includes a wide range of economic, political and social data. There are several ways to use the ESS for studying migration and immigrant integration. One approach is to study the attitudes of natives towards immigrants. There is a standard battery of six questions about how people feel about immigration and immigrants in their country, which is asked in each round of the ESS. Another advantage to the ESS is that it has fairly large samples of immigrants (first and second generation), especially if you combine multiple rounds of data. So you can also study a wide range of outcomes among immigrants, i.e. economic outcomes, social outcomes (their attitudes on a wide range of social issues), or political outcomes (vote turnout, party affiliation, attitudes on a wide range of political issues). Whatever outcome you choose to analyse, you can analyse variation across individuals, countries, or over time. So you have several options. 
2) National data on migration, from countries statistical agencies. Most countries keep abundant register data on migration. Particularly, data on migration flows are readily available. Such data can easily be combined with other data, such as for example economic indicator form the same agencies. In this way important problems related to migration dynamics can be addressed.
3)European data from Eurostat: Migration and migrant population statistics - European Commissionhttps://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics.../Migration_and_migrant_population_statistics. The Eurostat keep data provided by national statistical agencies. Data is harmonised and allow cross country comparisons.
4) Migration Policy Institute. Rich source on diverse Migration Data see  https://www.migrationpolicy.org/
5) Migration integration  policy Index http://www.mipex.eu/

Successful Papers should be structured similarly to an Academic Journal Article. 

* Title and Author
* Abstract
* Introduction, with research question and Literature Review
* Methodology 
* Results
* Conclusion


