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In this course, we will focus on understanding and analyzing the main changes and important aspects of American culture, society, politic

s, and history by exposing students to readings of various kinds of American literary texts; the readings will include not only prose writing
s but also letters, diaries and several official documents written by American influential writers from the 15th century to the 19th century,
from time to time making use of rare photographs, musical CDs, and films. Students are expected to be interested in basics of modem lit

erary theory which are widely associated in American literary studies. As we challenge the process of creating the notions such as “Ameri
ca,” “American History/Literature,” “race,” “class,” and “borders,” our readings will sometimes go beyond narrowly—defined “American” t
exts. Through these readings and analyses, students will leam various cultural aspects to approach social issues seen in American socie

ty, past and present. This course will be conducted in a mixed style of lecture/seminar, and research works at out main library; therefore,

participants will be assigned to make presentations, discussion, research and other activities. In the library survey sessions, students are
expected to write and submit 2—3 page long paper each time during the class hours.

The goal of this course is to enhance students’ abilities in reading and interpreting American literary texts and improve their research ski
lIs in the library; by so doing, students will be exposed to the invisible, less—known aspects of the American society.

The class schedule is still tentative: revised syllabus will be distributed at the beginning of the class.
Week 1] Introduction; literary survey method

Week 2] Modemist Portrait

Week 3] Library Survey in Modemist Portrait Paper 1 due

Week 4] Migrant Struggle

Week 5] Library Survey in Migrant Struggle Paper 2 due

Week 6] Southemn Renaissance

Week 7] Library Survey in Southem Renaissance Paper 3 due

Week 8] Becoming Visible: Ethnic Writers and the Literary Mainstream

Week 9] Library Survey in Ethnic Writers and the Literary Mainstream, 1945-1969 Paper 4 due
Week10] Poetry of Liberation: Protest Movement and American Counterculture

Week11] Library Survey in Poetry of Liberation Paper 5 due

Week12] The Search for Identity: American Prose Writers, 1970-Present

Week13] Library Survey in American Prose Writers Paper 6 due

Week14] What is American Literature?

Week15] Wrap Up

The Norton Anthology of American Literature (W.W. Norton & Co., 1999).

The Heath Anthology of American Literature (Houghton Mifflin Co., 1998).

Edward W. Said, Orientalism (Penguin Books, 1978).

Edward W. Said, Culture And Imperialism (Alfred A. Knopf, 1993).

Houston A. Baker, Blues, Ideology, and Afro-American Literature (The University of Chicago Press, 1984).
Houston A. Baker, Jr., Modemism and the Harlem Renaissance (The University of Chicago Press, 1987).
Henry Louis Gates, Jr., ed., “Race,” Writing, and Difference (The University of Chicago Press, 1985).
Henry Louis Gates, Jr., The Signifying Monkey (Oxford University Press, 1988).

Paul Gilroy, The Black Atlantic (Harvard University Press, 1993).

Paul Gilroy, Against Race (Harvard University Press, 2000).

Homi K. Bhabha, ed., Nation and narration (Routledge, 1990).

Homi K. Bhabha, The Location of Culture (Routledge, 1994).

Angela Y. Davis, Blues Legacies and Black Feminism (Vintage Books, 1998).

Peter Guralnick and others, eds., Martin Scorsese Presents The Bluse (HarperCollins Publishers, 2003).

Students will be graded based on their 6 papers assigned in the survey class sessions; however, attendance is essential. Politeness and
class cooperation will be highly appreciated and be given extra marks.

To facilitate understanding of the lecture and to be able to actively take part in discussions, students are to do extensive reading of the
works of writers mentioned above.

* The class schedule is tentative; changes will be announced in the classroom in advance. It is students’ responsibility to catch up with
these changes and the information.

% An inquiry conceming grades will NOT be answered by e-mail communication.

% No special consideration is given for those who register in the second and third registration periods; it is each student’ s responsibility
to find out each week’ s progress.

% Courtesy is also an important factor to decide grades at the end of the semester; in order to avoid low evaluation, try to finish your pe
rsonal matters before the class. Those who leave the room in the middle of the class activity violates universal manner code. If you need

to leave the class before scheduled time, please let me know in advance.
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