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School of Humanities & Social Sciences

PSC 2301 03 – Comparative Political Systems
(Spring 2020)
Time:  TR, 11:00 AM to 12:20 PM
Venue: Building 04, Room 101

Professor: Dr. Zaynab El Bernoussi 
Email: z.elbernoussi@aui.ma
Office: Building 8, Room 102
Telephone: 3393
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:25 AM to 10:55 AM and 1:55 PM to 4:55 PM or by Appointment. If for some reasons you don’t find me in my office, please don’t bother my officemate. Shoot me an email.

Course Description:
Pre-requisite: ENG 1301.
The course aims to provide a solid introduction to the major concepts, theories and debates relevant to contemporary politics. It includes an analysis of the origins and development of the state, with particular emphasis on the democratic state. It provides an overview of the main systems of government, of different models of organization of local administrations and bureaucracies, and of the roles of political parties, media, pressure groups and social movements. The course also introduces students to the comparative methodological approach in the study of politics.

Course Objectives:
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the main debates of the study of comparative politics and get an overview of the structures of different political systems.

Intended Learning Outcomes:
Students will investigate some of the key theories used in the study of comparative politics and will learn to distinguish different political systems. 

Grading:
1. Midterm Exam: 15%
2. Final Paper 15%
3. Group Presentation: 15% NO READING
4. Attendance and Class Participation (including assignments, in-class activities) I:  10% 
5. Attendance and Class Participation (including assignments, in-class activities) II: 10%
6. Quiz 1:10%
7. Quiz 2:10%
8. Group Debate: 15%

Attendance and participation: 20% (two parts)
Students will be graded on their class participation and on their regular attendance. Attending class, having read and thought about the assigned readings for the week will be essential to effective participation. Questions can also be a stimulus to discussion and will be counted as participation. Leaving class (for whatever reason) will penalize you. Note taking throughout the semester is important in your attendance as well. Not bringing your textbook will penalize you.

N.B.: For six unexcused absences, students are automatically given a WF grade.
N.B.: The third tardiness counts as an unexcused absence.

Midterm Exam: 15% (March 5, 2020)
In class, closed-book, all belongings at the front of the class, F for talking to colleague, looking at someone else’s exam, or leaving the class. Content and grading rubrics will be discussed in class.

Final Paper: 15% (DEADLINE: May 13, 2020)
The paper is about providing a comparative analysis (using the scientific method) on one of the two topics below:

Topic 1:
During the Arab Spring, Morocco and Tunisia underwent very different trajectories of constitutional change. What argument can you make regarding the achievements of democratization, in relation to these constitutional changes, for these cases?

Topic 2:  
In the transition from the Fourth Republic to the Fifth Republic, France has experienced restructuring in the separation of powers. Analyse the difference and similarities in each case by looking at the three organs of State power.

Topic 3:
Iran and Saudi Arabia are considered theocracies, but in very different terms and in competition for regional hegemony. Explain and analyze a set of variables that can help understand the differences between these theocracies and justify one or two scenarios of a particular kind of hegemony that one can gain over the other.

Other: I prefer that you stick to one of these 3 topics. If you have a strong desire to work on something else, make sure it’s comparative and it adopts a scientific method. Then, come check with me for confirmation.

The format expected is as follows:
· Length:  10 pages, Times New Roman, font size 12, double-spaced.
· The cover page should mention the student’s name, her/his university code, the title of the work and date of submission, and at the bottom, the class course number and title, as well as the school and university name.  
· Students are expected to formulate a clear hypothesis that will be demonstrated in the project, using the concepts and models studied in class.
· A complete bibliography should include 10 academic sources, among which 3 books at least. Use of non-academic sources (including online dictionaries) will be penalized.
· All sources must be documented, using the APA referencing style (http://www.apastyle.org/).
· The students are encouraged to go to the Writing Center for help on the English language issues, if needed.

In a dedicated session during our course, we go over the methodology for the project. If you miss that class, it is your responsibility to collect notes from your colleagues.

Turnitin:
In this course we will be using a web-based service (Turnitin.com) to reveal plagiarism. Students are required to submit their work electronically to Turnitin.com so that it can be checked for academic dishonesty. 
Class ID: 23799418

Enro. Pwd: power

Plagiarism:
Any form of plagiarism in this class will NOT be tolerated and will lead to failing the class. Review the mandatory section on academic integrity from the university’s catalog (pp. 94–96).
 
Late Work:
Late assignments (project and presentation material) will be accepted, but will be subject to a late penalty of 5 per cent per day to a maximum of 5 days, after which they will not be accepted and a mark of 0 will be recorded. In the interest of fairness to all students, there will be no exceptions to this rule. Any work submitted after deadlines will be marked, but comments and grades will NOT be provided.

Presentation: 15% 
The presentations are on the different topics of the course sessions or country/region cases. For each topic there is one chapter assigned that students must read. The topic of the session and the topic of the chapter assigned are not exactly similar. Therefore, students presenting must complement their work with other sources to address the topic of the presentation. The presentation needs to include at least the following:
-	Presentation of the session topic
-	Quick summary of the main arguments of the assigned reading
-	Link between the session topic and the reading
-	Critique/Opinion/Debate Questions/Other (one of these)
You have 30 minutes for your presentation including a 10 minutes Q&A session (you can choose to structure it or leave it to the free will of the students). You must send your slides to me before the presentation.

Being creative in presenting the material is important, but you should not go out of the topic,
 
N.B: Reading will lead to a low grade.

Debate: 15% 
Discussed in class.

Required Course Material:
· Foundations of Comparative Politics. Part of Cambridge Textbooks in Comparative Politics. Kenneth Newton, and Jan W. van Deth, Third Edition, 2016.
· Other readings might be included.
Recommended Readings:
Daniel Caramani, Comparative Politics, 3rd edition, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014.

N.B.: If you want to be challenged by any additional course material, we can do it on a one-on-one basis (but it will not be graded).

Structure for General Content of the Book :

Part 1: Understanding the State.

· Introduction to Political Science:  Use of Scientific Methods Applied to the Study of Politics (Chapter “Postscript”)
· Key Concepts in Political Science (Chapter 4)
· The Ethical Foundation of Politics (Chapter 1)

Part 2: Political Ideologies.

· Liberalism, Conservatism and Communism/Socialism (Chapter 14)
· Nationalism and Fascism (Chapter 14)
· New ideologies and Social Movements (Chapter 10)

Part 3: The Democratic Development. 

· Classification of Political Systems and Liberal Democracy (Chapter 2)
· Comparing Democracies (Chapter “Introduction”)
· Authoritarian and Totalitarian Regimes - China
· Interest Groups, Political Parties and Elections (Chapter 12)

Part 4: Structures of the Political System.

· Parliamentary and Presidential Systems (Chapter 5)
· Turkey’s Historical Development

Part 5: Policies and Performance.

· Policy Making (Chapter 7)
· Russia as an Example
· Public Bureaucracy (Chapter 8)
· Decision Making (Chapter 15)
· Multi-level Government (Chapter 6)
· The Future of Democracy (Chapter 17)

Schedule (LOOK AT ASSIGNED READINGS):

21-Jan	Syllabus Design
23-Jan	Syllabus Design
28+30-Jan	No Class
4-Feb	Syllabus Review+Groups
6-Feb	No Class
11-Feb	The Ethical Foundation of Politics (Chapter 1)-France 
13-Feb	Key Concepts in Political Science (Chapter 4)/ Canada and the Bahamas
14-Feb	Prof. Hammad Kassal Moroccan political economy
18-Feb	Debate 1: Human Mobility and the Crisis of Border Controls.
20-Feb	Guest Lecture: Prof. Omar Bendjelloun on the Moroccan Left
24-Feb	Reschedule: Iran and Geopolitics. Prof: Hassan Abbas @ Noon in Building 2
25-Feb	Presentation: Democracy and Military Regimes in the Arab World (Chapter 8)-Egypt and Lebanon/QUIZ 1
27-Feb	Presentation: Interest Groups, Political Parties, Elections, and a Case from Sudan (Chapter 12)-COURSEWORK
3-Mar	
5-Mar	Midterm
SPRING BREAK
26-Mar	Adapting+Correcting midterm
31-Mar	Presentation: New Ideologies and Social Movements (Chapter 10)-Guinea
2-Apr	Presentation: Nationalism and Fascism (Chapter 14)-The Congo
7-Apr	Classification of Political Systems and Liberal Democracy (Chapter 2)
9-Apr	Debate 2: Same-sex Marriage/Death Penalty
14-Apr	Authoritarian and Totalitarian Regimes/China
16-Apr	Presentation : Multi-level Government (Chapter 6)-Regionalization in Morocco
21-Apr	Turkey’s Historical Development /Quiz 2 
23-Apr	Decision Making (Chapter 15)
28-Apr	Presentation: Parliamentary and Presidential Systems (Chapter 5)/Final Paper Discussion- Scientific Method in the Study of Politics (Chapter “Postscript”)
30-Apr	Debate 3: The Future of Democracy?
5-May	The Future of Democracy (Chapter 17)-Conclusions
13-May	Final Paper due on Turnitin	
Take home exercise: Michael Moore’s Capitalism: A Love Story
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=prDyCFLZEg0
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