EN3135 Gothic Literature 
Visiting Student Essay Topics 2019-20 
Write an essay on one of the following topics, using the work of three authors from the following list: 
Mary Shelley, Edgar Allan Poe, Nathaniel Hawthorne, J.S. Le Fanu, Robert Louis Stevenson, Bram Stoker, Henry James
1. The exploration of so-called ‘prohibited knowledge’ is one of the themes the texts on the course examine. Use the work of three authors to discuss the mechanics and inevitable results of this exploration. 
2. “The Turn of the Screw”, The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, and Dracula ‘all examine the crumbling edges of the Victorian edifice, the selves which lie behind its assumptions of integrity, the violence and the discontent which both created and terrified its civilization’ (from the Introduction to “The Turn of the Screw”). With close reference to the work of three authors on the course, examine the ways in which texts push at the boundaries of what we consider to be ‘civilization’ and the comforts of the modern. 
3. ‘Gothic inverts romance structures: the quest, for example, is twisted into a circular journey to nowhere, ending in the same darkness with which it opened, remaining unenlightened.’ (from Rosemary Jackson, Fantasy: The Literature of Subversion (1981)). Do you agree with this statement? Discuss, with reference to the work of three authors on the course. 
4. A questioning of sexuality and forms of gender behaviour seem to be part of the plot line of many nineteenth-century texts. What does this questioning reveal about the cultural context in which the tales exist? Discuss, with reference to the work of three authors. 

FINAL DATE FOR SUBMISSION: **12 NOON** by Tuesday 28th April 2020
Notes
1. Include Essay Cover Sheet (on Blackboard). 

1. Length: Essays should be about 3,000 words in length. All citations should follow the MLA Styleguide (see the 2BA Handbook on the Discipline of English website). All sources drawn on for the essay must be acknowledged in the essay and in the Works Cited/Bibliography.

1. Submit your essay to Turnitin via Blackboard https://nuigalway.blackboard.com/ (EN3135), any time from now to the 28th of April. The Turnitin facility will shut down at 12 noon on the 28th of April.  Save your work as an ordinary Word document, not PDF (see Blackboard for details). Save your Turnitin receipt as proof of submission.

1. If you have medical or other special reasons for missing the deadline you MUST me at the address below: 


Dr Elizabeth Tilley (Elizabeth.Tilley@nuigalway.ie)
Room 508, Tower 1: Office Hours Tues 11-12 and Thurs 12-1. 

