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This module conveys the rich complexity of twentieth-century Europe, encouraging you to
look afresh at the period. In hindsight, the epithet ‘age of extremes’ best describes the
contradictory characteristics of a century during which total war and genocide were
accompanied by growing humanitarianism, state health care and the advance of human rights.
Naturally, developments during the first decades of the twenty-first century have forced
historians to reconsider and revise once-accepted narratives about European modernization.
Just as the trend toward increasing integration, harmonization and homogenization seems
questionable in light of the crisis of the European Union, Islamism and Islamophobia believe
the idea that modernization resulted in secularization and tolerance. Similarly, the
demonstrable power of international finance and supranational assemblies counters narratives
of popular empowerment through the triumph of representative democracy. You will examine
themes in their respective chronological contexts: the age of catastrophe; the age of the postwar ‘economic miracle’; and the making of contemporary Europe. Rather than dwelling on
familiar aspects of the century that you may have previously studied, we will also expose you
to the history of Europe after 1945, Central and Eastern Europe, and developments in the US
and colonies that shaped the continent. Instead of focusing narrowly on high politics,
international relations and warfare, we will also aim to allow you to re-examine the century
through the study of the history of population movements, land uses, urban planning and
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