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ANTH 3360 - The Anthropology of the Body, Love and Emotions 

Learning Outcome
 

1. To expand students’ understanding of the cultural, social, political, historical, and commercial characteristics of and interconnections between the
body, love, and emotions in cross-cultural perspective.  
2. To cultivate students’ knowledge of and skill in using ethnographic approaches to the study of the body and emotions, with an emphasis on
participant-observation fieldwork methodologies.  
3. To enhance students’ comprehension of key anthropological concepts, frameworks, and theories integral to the comparative study of the body,
love, and emotions.  
4. To sharpen students’ critical reading, listening, and writing skills, particularly their ability to grasp, articulate, synthesize, and challenge arguments
and debates in readings, lectures, films, and discussions.  
5. To foster students’ critical awareness of significant issues concerning corporeal and emotional life in their own culture and society so that they
can better apprehend how local identities are constructed in a globalizing world.

 
Course Syllabus
 

This course seeks to denaturalise notions of love, body, and emotions by exploring their historical and cross-cultural diversity. Students will examine
systems of meanings and practices that evolved around notions of love, body, and emotions across time and place, and their political significance.
In particular, the cross-cultural perspective will demonstrate the intimate associations of these ‘private emotions and desires’ with social structures
such as gender, class, ethnicity, and religion. It examines both the reproductive role of ideologies about love and intimacy in different societies, as
well as their transformative potential.  
 
The questions that will be raised in class include: Do bodily and emotional experiences of intimacy differ across cultures? What shape the economic
and social formations of intimate relationships such as love and friendship? What does it mean to say that romantic love is an ideology? What have
our desires got to do with social order? Why are some emotions and desires taboo? Is our body a product of nature or culture?  
 
Most updated syllabus and assessment will be announced in class.

 
Assessment Type

 Assessment Type Current Percent
1 Essays 50
2 Short answer test or exam 50

 
Feedback for Evaluation
 

Feedback from students throughout the course  
Comments from external examiners  
Reflections of teachers  
Course evaluation at the end of the semester
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