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Course Outcome

COMM 3191 - Film, Television and Hong Kong Culture

1. Students will be able to describe key characteristics of Hong Kong films and television in different historical periods.
. Students will be able to discuss the influences and limitations of mass media in fostering collective identity.
. Students will be able to differentiate between key concepts such as local and national identities, media representations and social practices,

. Students will be able to discuss competing viewpoints about the complicated relations between collective memories, cultural identity, and
media representations.
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5. Students will be able to produce a term paper that offers a critique to one of the ten issues covered in the course.

The course will cover ten recurring issues on mediated Hong Kong culture. These issues are intentionally framed as debatable

questions. These questions are all leading to the re-thinking of significant and recurring issues of public concerns. Key concepts will be introduced
so that students can apply them in formulating their own analyses. The class will also study the competing viewpoints, and their justifications, held
by different stakeholders. The sequence of these issues implies a progression of knowledge regarding the ten questions to be asked and answered
in the course.

The following is an outline of the course:

(1) Introduction: The formation of Hong Kong Culture, a historical overview

The lecture will trace the formation and changes of Hong Kong culture from the 1950s to the 2010s, relating social changes to the cultural changes
of audio-visual texts produced in different periods of time. Key concepts will be introduced to help students make sense of cultural patterns as
articulated in movies and television programs.

Key concepts: textuality, contextuality, media representations

(2) The Birth of Hong Kong Man

The lecture will focus on the cultural differentiations of mainlanders and Hongkongers in the 1970s. Students will think about the question of why
Hong Kong people, mostly ethnic Chinese, saw themselves as a rather different social group of their own. A few classic texts will be used to
illustrate the logic of "othering" and stigmatizing mainlanders.

Key concepts: "other", cultural imaginations, stigma

(3) New Wave Film and Colonial Politics

The lecture will introduce some basic concepts of colonialism. Some mainstream texts will be contrasted with some new wave movies of the late
1970s and early 1980s. Some patterns of colonial articulations and de-articulations will be illustrated by these mainstream and new wave
productions.

Key concepts: colonialism, marginality

(4) Political Metaphors in TV and Film

The lecture will explain the reasons why there were quite of lot of political metaphors in television and films produced in the 1990s. The relations
between political censorship, social anxiety and polysemic articulations will be elaborated with significant cases.

Key concepts: polysemy, metaphor, censorship

(5) Nonsense and Nostalgia, Remembering and Forgetting

The lecture will explain the nature of mediated collective memories and the social functions they perform. The rise of nostalgic texts in the 1990s
will be contrasted with the discourses of collective memories in the 2000s.

Key concepts: nostalgia, collective memories

(6) Urban Space & Postmodern City

The lecture will trace the changes in urban representations in films and television from the 1980s up to recent years when discourses concerning
urban developments and cultural preservations are competing for public attention.

Key concepts: urban imaginations, postmodernity, space and place

(7) Media Events: 1997 and 18t July

The lecture will introduce the theory of "media events" and apply it to major turning points of Hong Kong society such as July 1%tin 1997 and 2003,
SARS, the Sichuan earthquake, etc. The changes of Hong Kong culture will be examined by looking into the configurations of major media events
in recent years.

Key concepts: media events, social movements

(8) The Rise & Fall of the HK Middle Class

The lecture will trace the "middle class debate" in the 1980s. Students will be asked to think about their own class positions and how they acquired
a class-relevant lifestyle. The changes in media representations of the middle class will be analyzed to see how these representations have
become more sophisticated since the 1990s.

Key concepts: middle class, cultural capitals, taste

(9) Post 97 Hong Kong Culture

The lecture will summarize some major changes in Hong Kong cultures after 1997 and contrast these new patterns with the cultural scene before
1997, focusing on the negotiations of local and national identifications.

Key concepts: re-sinicization, nationalism

(10) Transborder and Transnational Desire

The lecture will tell the story of the Hong Kong/Mainland border and the cultural politics it brings to the people on both sides of the border. As
cultural differentials have been lowered in recent years, the general categorizations of them and us are replaced by much more complicated
transborder collaborations infused with excitements and apprehensions.

Key concepts: transborder cultural politcs, border, cultural boundaries

(11) Undercover Films: the double identity of Hong Kong

Using films featuring under-covered agents, the lecture will talk about the multiple identity of Hong Kong, relating this issue to Hong Kong colonial
history and the political structure of one country and two systems.

Key concepts: collaborative colonialism, instrumental rationality

(12) Orientalism: Hong Kong, Hollywood and Beyond
The lecture will use Hong Kong movie star Chow Yuen-fat as a case to examine the rise and changes of Hong Kong culture. The "star-text" of




Chow will be used to illustrate the effects of Orientalism, comparing Chow's local films and those produced in Hollywood.
Key concepts: orientalism, star text

(13) The decline of local films and the rise of co-productions

The lecture will document the trends of co-productions and examine the effects on the weakening of local representations and the amplifications of
national imaginations.

Key concepts: de-scaling, re-scaling, local scale, national scale
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Assessment Type Current Percent
Essays 0
Homework or assignment 0
Others 0
Presentation 0

1. Course and Teaching Evaluation Survey
2. Internal Course Review
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