
Enquire Teaching Timetable

Return

Course Outcome

GDRS 3007 - Understanding Masculinities and Social Change 

Learning Outcome
 

Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:
1. state the key issues and concepts in the field of men’s and masculinities studies;
2. distinguish the competing theoretical approaches to men and masculinities;
3. understand men and masculinities in a cross-cultural perspective;
4. recognize that social class, sexuality, race/ethnicity and age cut across the issues pertinent to men’s and masculinities studies;
5. comment on the strengths and weaknesses of various theoretical approaches to men and masculinities;
6. theorize contemporary social issues in relation to men and masculinities;
7. critically engage with inequality in society in relation to different modes and notions of masculinities.

 
Course Syllabus
 

1: Making men and men in crisis

In this lecture, we will introduce briefly the current situation and discussions surrounding masculinities in the world today.

2: Theorising Masculinities

In this lecture, we will introduce men's studies as a discipline, and outlines some major theories / thoughts / points they propose.

3: Gendering boys' and men's lives

In this lecture, we will talk about how gender is "taught" and "learned", beginning from the family.

4: masculinities and the schooling of boys

In this lecture, we will talk about how gender is "taught" and "learned" in the family, and continues in schools. We will look into school rules,
curriculum, and classroom dynamics, etc.

5: masculinities, work and labor

In this lecture, we will talk about how gender plays out in the workplace - how it affects one's choice of work, workplace dynamics, etc.

6: men, sexuality, the body and power

In this lecture, we will talk about how men relate to the concept of sexuality.

7: masculinities in global contexts

In this lecture, we will talk about how masculinities is understood and played out differently in different cultures.

8: Chinese masculinities

In this lecture, we will focus on talking about masculinities in Chinese culture and traditional Chinese societies, and its recent developments.

9: men, masculinities, and sports

In this lecture, we will focus on the construction of masculinities in sports.

10: homophobia and queer masculinities

In this lecture, we will talk about how requirements of masculinities intersects with marginalised sexuality.

11: female masculinities

In this lecture, we will talk about how masculinities can be embodied by someone of female gender, and how it challenges the notion of normative
masculinity.

12: men and feminism and men's movement

In this lecture, we will talk about how men's role in feminism, and its backlash.

 

 
Assessment Type

 Assessment Type Current Percent
1 Essays 40
2 Essay test or exam 30
3 Homework or assignment 10
4 Presentation 20

 
Feedback for Evaluation
 

1. Course and Teaching Evaluation Survey
2. Internal Course Review



Evaluation Survey will be conducted at the end of the term.

 
Required Readings
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• Kimmel, Michael. “The Contemporary ‘Crisis’ of Masculinity in Historical Perspective.” In The Making of Masculinities: The New Men’s Studies,
edited by Harry Brod. London; New York: Routledge, 1992.
• Tarrant, Shira. “Gender Advantage: Checking In On a Masculine Privilege.” Men and Feminism, 89-117. Berkeley, Calif.: Seal Press. 2009.
 
Theorizing Masculinities I
• Reeser, Todd W. “Theorizing Masculinity.” In Masculinities in Theory: An Introduction, 17-54. Chichester; Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2010.
• Connell, R. W. “The Social Organization of Masculinity.” In The Masculinities Reader, edited by Stephen M. Whitehead and Frank J. Barrett, 30-
50. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishers Inc., 2001.
• Connell, R. W. “Understanding Men: Gender Sociology and the New International Research on Masculinities.” Social Thought & Research Vol. 24,
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Theorizing Masculinities II
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Gendering Boys’ and Men’s Lives
• Connell, R. W. “Teaching the Boys.” In The Men and the Boys, 148-176. Cambridge, England: Polity; Oxford, England: Blackwell Pub, 2000.
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•   Whelen, John. 2014. Boys and their schooling: the experience of becoming someone else. Routledge. Chapter 2.
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Masculinities, Work and Labor

• Collinson, David and Jeff Hearn. “Naming Men as Men: Implications for Work, Organization and Management.” In The Masculinities Reader,
edited by Stephen M. Whitehead and Frank J. Barrett, 144-169. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishers Inc., 2001.
 
Men, Sexuality, the Body and Power
• Garlic, Steve. “Taking Control of Sex? Hegemonic Masculinity, Technology, and Internet Pornography.” Men and Masculinities Vol.12 No. 5
(2010):597-614.
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(2001):97-125.
• Bell, Kirsten and Darlene McNaughton. “Feminism and the Invisible Fat Man.” Body & Society Vol. 13 (2007): 107-131.
• Jensen, Robert. “A Pornography World [What is Normal?].” In Getting Off: Pornography and the End of Masculinity, 37-50. Cambridge, MA: South
End Press, 2007.
• Connell, R. W. “Men’s Health.” In The Men and the Boys, 177-196. Cambridge, England: Polity; Oxford, England: Blackwell Pub, 2000.
 
Masculinities in Global Contexts I 
• Connell, R. W. “Masculinities and Globalization.” Men and Masculinities 1, No. 1 (1998):3-23.
• Acker, Joan. “Gender, Capitalism, and Globalization.” Critical Sociology 30 No. 1 (2004):17-41.
• Chow, Esther Ngan-ling. “Gender Matters: Studying Globalization and Social Change in the 21st Century.” International Sociology 18/3
(2003):443-460.
• Hooper, Charlotte. “Masculinities in Transition: The Case of Globalization.” In Gender and Global Restructuring: Sightings, Sites and Resistances,
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Masculinities, 90-113. Thousand Oaks, Calif: Sage Publications, 2005.
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Masculinities in Global Contexts II
• Roberson, James E. “Transforming Men and Masculinities in Contemporary Japan.” In Men and Masculinities around the World, edited by Michael
Kimmel and Judith Kegan Gardiner, 205-218. New York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2011.
• Williams, Walter L. “From Samurai to Capitalist: Male Love, Men’s Roles and the Rise of Homophobia in Japan.” Journal of Men’s Studies 1, No. 1
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• Schad-Seifert, Annette. “Samurai and Sarariiman: The Discourse of Masculinity in Modern Japan.” In Can Japan Globalize? Studies on Japan’s
Changing Political Economy and the Process of Globalization, in honour of Sung-Jo Park, edited by Sung-Jo ParkSung-jo Park and Arne
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• Moon, Seungsool. “The Production and Subversion of Hegemonic Masculinity: Reconfiguring Gender Hierarchy in Contemporary Korea.” In Under
Construction: the Gendering of Modernity, Class and Consumption on the Republic of Korea, edited by Laurel Kendall, 79-114. Honolulu: University
of Hawai’i Press, 2002.
 
Chinese Masculinities
• Kam, Louie. “Introducing wen-wu: Towards a Definition of Chinese Masculinity.” In Theorising Chinese Masculinity: Society and Gender, 1-21. New
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• Ip Man I (2008), directed by Wilson Yip
• Ip Man II (2010), directed by Wilson Yip
 
Men, Masculinities and Sports
• Adams, Adi and Eric Anderson, and Mark McCormack. “Establishing and Challenging Masculinity: The Influence of Gendered Discoures in
Organized Sport.” Journal of Language and Social Psychology 29 (2012):278-300.
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Homophobia and Queer Masculinities
• Messner, Michael A. “Becoming 100 Percent Straight.” In Men’s Lives (9th Edition), edited by Michael S. Kimmel and Michael A. Messner, 355-
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Female Masculinities
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Men and Feminism and Men’s Movement
• hooks, bell. We Real Cool: Black Men and Masculinity. New York: Routledge, 2004.
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