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INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT: STRATEGIES AND PRACTICES
Total Course Load: 80

Course Description:

This course discusses the literature on the role of the state policies, vis-a-vis private
institutions and the 3rd sector, in promoting social and economic development. We will
connect those studies with a broader literature on poverty reduction, economic development,
and the reform of the state. It looks at major public policy strategies carried out by Brazil
governments aiming at poverty alleviation and socio-economic development in a comparative
perspective with policies implemented worldwide. The course seeks to inform students of the
historical and contemporary dynamics of social and economic development policies in a
comparative perspective, focusing on domestic and international policies.

Brazil is undergoing a period of heightened change and development. These changes might
have led to some tensions and uncertainties, but also points out to innovative processes,
which leads to distributional consequences and improved quality of life across the society.
The primary objective is to sort out which processes, practices, and strategies have been
central to successful policies and what role state structures plays in the process of
development.

We will look at major social and economic policies, touching upon fiscal reform, urban and
agrarian development policies, development agencies’ roles, and micro-finance, innovation,
and industrial policy.

This course will set out a basic economics and public management framework to understand
the problems faced by emerging countries and use it to evaluate the issues and challenges
they endure. It also addresses some of the promises and dilemmas of creating and
implementing policies, through a number of best practices studies, which suggest that there
is a smart and best way to impact the countries where we live.

Objectives:

The students will be able to understand and criticize current development problems and
strategies around the world, particularly in emerging economies. It is expected that the
students will be able to evaluate policies in different contexts, both domestically and
internationally.

The students will be able to:

1. Understand and analyze a definition of “development” and other development
goals/objectives (e.g., well-being, prosperity, human development, sustainable development,
global justice, etc.) as a goal of policies aimed at reducing global poverty

2. Describe the major competing approaches that aim to explain why some
countries/individuals within countries have better human development outcomes than others
3. Discuss the role of politics in these processes and identify ways in which the politics

and policy of development incorporates concerns about equity, efficiency, and effectiveness
in the allocation of opportunities, resources, and rights

4. Explain the role of public and private institutions, organizations, ideas, and individuals
and how they interact to create and transform the world in terms of public and private policy
5. Identify the major lessons learned from successful interventions and the challenges to

scaling up effective interventions

Program Content:

1. Intro: Why a Politics of Development? Development for whom?
2. Development Indicators
3. Development Economic Theories Overview
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The Development Project and Discourse

Long-Term Determinants of Development Success: Geography and History
State-Building: Institutions

Development, Democracy, and Corruption

Security, Violence and Citizenship

Rights-Based Approaches to Development
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