 ANG 303 Meaning in Language (Seminar (Intermediate Level))
EN
Lecture type:
Seminar (Intermediate Level)
ECTS:
6.0
Course suitable for:
Language of instruction:
English
Hours per week:
2
Attendance:
Online, live
Registration procedure:
Registration: All incoming exchange students at the School of Humanities need to register for their courses via Portal 2. For further details, please check the instructions for course registration or contact incoming@phil.uni-mannheim.de.
Learning target:
You will:
· develop a comprehensive understanding of the linguistic study of meaning
· encounter different theoretical approaches to meaning and learn to critically evaluate them
· make connections between Semantics and other related disciplines
· familiarise yourself with the scope of cross-linguistic variation in meaning
· enhance your team work and presentation skills
· develop your critical thinking skills by assessing different theoretical approaches
· improve your academic reading and writing skills
Recommended requirement:
Literature:
Textbook:
Saeed, J. I. (2015). Semantics (4 ed.). Malden, Mass.: Wiley Blackwell. 

A comprehensive reading list including original research papers will be made available in the first session.
Instructor(s):
Helen Engemann
Date(s):
	Thursday  (weekly)
	04.03.2021 – 17.06.2021
	13:45 – 15:15
	PHIL-ZOOM-04; Virtuelles Gebäude

	Friday  (block date)
	14.05.2021
	08:30 – 11:45
	PHIL-ZOOM-09; Virtuelles Gebäude

	Friday  (block date)
	04.06.2021
	08:30 – 11:45
	PHIL-ZOOM-14; Virtuelles Gebäude


Description:
Please note that this course will commence after the Easter break on 15/04/2021, which will be compensated for by two additional 3-hour double sessions on Friday 14/05 and Friday 04/06 (each 13:45-17:00). 

We use language in order to convey meaning to others. As such, meaning is one of the most essential aspects of language and communication. Semantics is the branch of linguistics, which, along with Pragmatics, deals with meaning in language. But what does 'meaning' actually mean? Are meanings dictionary definitions, objects in the world or speakers' intentions? Consider (1) – (3) illustrating these different types of meaning (from Riemer, 2010: 7):

(1) 'Stout' means 'short and fat'
(2) In Sydney, 'the bridge' means the Harbour Bridge. 
(3) By turning off the music I didn't mean that you should go. 

This course will provide an overview of the field of linguistic Semantics and Pragmatics. It will introduce essential concepts for understanding the ways in which meaning can be analysed in linguistics, and acquaint students with major theoretical approaches and current debates in the field. We will investigate what units of language (morphemes, words, sentences) bear meaning and what conceptual tools are used to analyse meaning.

Throughout the course, we will work out connections between Semantics and other areas of linguistics you encountered in the Introduction to English Linguistics, but also with psychology, anthropology, language acquisition and change. We will use cross-linguistic data to illustrate semantic phenomena and their range of variation. In each session, we will cover designated passages from the textbook along with selected original research papers.

