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	CurrentDate: 
	CurrentPage: 
	PageCount: 
	UnitName: 
  Modern Japanese History
	UnitCode: 
  100271
	TeachingSessionYear: 
  Autumn 2021 DAY
	SchoolName: 
  SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES AND COMMUNICATION ARTS
	UnitNameUnitCodeVersionNumber: 
  100271 - Modern Japanese History
	UnitCoordinator: 
  Peter Mauch
	UnitContact: 
  See Coordinator above 
	HandbookSummary: 
  This unit considers Japan’s trajectory from the battle of Sekigahara in 1600 until the atomic bombings in 1945. We will examine the samurai and ritual suicide, the tea ceremony and Zen Buddhism. We will read tales told by those who frequented the “floating world,” populated by wealthy merchants, geisha, and sumo wrestlers. We will consider the creation of Imperial Japan, and we will study its emergence as the only non-Western Great Power. We will enquire into Japan’s fledgling democracy in the 1920s, and its descent into militarism and aggression in the 1930s. Finally, we will consider Japan’s participation in World War II: its victories, its losses, its propaganda, and its abject defeat.
	UnitLevel: 
  3
	CreditPointValue: 
  10
	AssumedKnowledge: 
  None
	PreRequisites: 
  None
	CoRequisites: 
  None
	EnrolmentRestrictions: 
  Successful completion of 60 credit points of study in currently enrolled course.
	SpecialRequirementsLP: 
  None
	SpecialRequirementsEE: 
  None
	UnitIncompatibles: 
  Not applicable
	AttendanceRequirements: 
  Refer to the Learning Guide
	UnitContent: 
  1. Battle of Sekigahara
2. The Tokugawa Shogunate
3. Japan’s Meiji restoration (1868)
4. Modernization and Westernization
5. Victory in the Sino-Japanese (1894-95) and Russo-Japanese (1904-05) Wars
6. Death of the Meiji Emperor
7. Taisho Democracy and cooperation with the Anglo-American powers
8. Militarism, aggression, and increasing isolation
9. World War II
	Learning Outcomes: 
  On successful completion of this unit, students should be able to:
1. analyze important events, both domestic and international, that have shaped modern Japan;
2. critique the role of the emperors in modern Japanese history;
3. evaluate the ways in which the Japanese, from all walks of life, have responded to seminal events;
4. apply academic skills of research, appropriate to the discipline of history including the discriminating use of sources, analysis, and the communication of ideas in both oral and written forms.
	Item: 
  
    
      Essay
	Item: 
    
      Literature Review
	Item: 
    
      Viva Voce - oral exams are scheduled for the final two weeks of Semester. All oral exams will be conducted via Zoom. I will post a schedule on vUWS and will ask students to sign up for a particular date/time two/three weeks before the oral exams commence. Each student will be allocated 15 minutes (punctuality will be among the selection criteria). From the beginning of semester, vUWS will include a list of possible topic areas for the oral exam. When a student enters Zoom to begin his/her oral exam, I will inform him/her of the topic area on which I intend to assess them, invite his/her initial thoughts on the topic, and I will then ask him/her a specific question. For example, I might tell a student that I intend to assess them on the topic area of “the Prussian model for the Japanese army.” I will begin by inviting the student to offer anything/everything he/she knows about this topic. If the student offers information without more prompting, I will then ask a specific question, e.g., “How did the Japanese decision to adopt the Prussian model affect the organization of the Japanese army?” Or, perhaps, “What impact did the army’s adoption of the Prussian model have on the Japanese policymaking process until surrender in WWII?” If the student is unable to provide any/much information on the general topic area, I will give the student a second chance and choose another topic area. If the student is unable to provide any/much information on the second general topic area, I will then allow the student to choose his/her own topic area, on the proviso that the student will score nothing higher than a passing grade for the viva voce. Before the semester begins, I will record and upload to vUWS a mock oral exam ---- this recording will include a thorough explanation of the marking process.
	Length: 
      1,500 words
	Length: 
      1,500 words
	Length: 
      15 mins (equivalent of 1,000 words)
	Percent: 
      35
	Percent: 
      35
	Percent: 
      30
	Threshold: 
      No
	Threshold: 
      No
	Threshold: 
      No
	AssessmentItemsAndWeightingStem: 
  Refer to the Learning Guide for any applicable threshold requirements
	Type: 
  
    
      Tutorial
	Hours: 
      1 hour
	ModeOfDeliveryStem: 
  Refer to the Learning Guide for further details on Mode of Delivery.    Students can only attend the classes for which they are registered and places are allocated via the Tutorial Registration (Allocate+) system. Visit http://www.westernsydney.edu.au/currentstudents/current_students/enrolment/tutorial_registration for information on the timetable and tutorial registration.
	OnlineLearningRequirements: 
  See Learning Guide for details of requirements.
	PrescribedUnitTextBook: 
  None
	EssentialReadings: 
  See Learning Guide for details of any Essential and Additional Readings for this unit.



