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Course Title
ONLINE CLASS-KOREA &

EAST ASIA INT'L HISTORY 
Credit 3 

Location Realtime online lecture  Time Mon5,6,Wed5 

 

Instructor JO KYU HYUN  Department 사회과학대학 정치외교학 

Office N/A  Telephone 010-8256-1375 

e-mail & Office Hour khjo2014@gmail.com, 2-3 PM on Fridays or by appointment
 

Core Competencies

Target Students
This course is open to undergraduates majoring in political science or 
international studies.

Course Description & Goals

There are three main objectives in this course. First, we will examine how 
to prepare a theoretical basis to analyze East Asian international relations 
from the 19th century to the advent of the Cold War and we will pay special 
attention to how Korea encountered changes and vicissitudes of fortune as it 
chartered its own course in the world. Second, we will identify factors 
which stabilized and disrupted the East Asian international order and how 
interactions between such factors affected Korea’s responses. Finally, we 
will consider, in light of the history covered in this course, what the 
future of East Asia’s international order will look like and how Korea’s 
diplomacy should act as a pivot between East Asia and the United States.

Prerequisite There are no prerequisites for taking this course.

Course Requirements

Active participation in discussions, performance in mid-term and final 
exams, and evaluation of research papers will determine your final grade in 
this course.

Grading Policy(Absolute)

Participation: 15% Mid-term Exam: 30% Final Exam: 30% Research Paper: 25%


Active participation in class will determine increments to be reflected in 
the calculation of the final grade.

Texts & References
Sovereignty and Status in East Asian International Relations (Cambridge 
University Press, 2019); purchase this book on Amazon.com.

Instructor's Profile

I received my B. A. in History from the University of Chicago in March 2014, 
my M. A. in History from the University of Chicago in December 2015, and my 
Ph. D. in Modern East Asian History from the University of Chicago in June 
2019.

TA's Name & Contact

Information
To be Announced.

Syllabus in English This course will address the history of East Asia`s international relations  
and East Asia`s diplomacy towards the United States and the world at large 
from the 19th century to the advent of the Cold War. More specifically, this 
course will be devoted to answering the question, "How did Korea charter her 
own path towards establishing a modern conception of national sovereignty 
throughout the long 19th and 20th centuries?" We will address topics such as 
a comparison between a Confucian tributary system and a Westphalian system, 
Japan`s modernization and competing Chinese and Korean responses, Japanese 



imperialism and the coming of the First and Second World Wars, Japan`s 
surrender to the Allies and lingering post-colonial questions such as 
territorial sovereignty over Dokdo, the Korean War and the first two 
Indochina Wars as the opening "hot wars" of the Cold War, and finally, the 
future of the Northeast Asian international order after the Cold War.

Week Period Weekly Topic & Contents

Course Material

Range &

Assignments

Reference

1 
2021-08-30

2021-09-05

Building International Relations Theories 
and an East Asian Structure of 
International Politics 

D. C. Kang, 
“International 
Relations Theory 
and East Asian 
History: An 
Overview,” 
Journal of East 
Asian Studies, 
Vol. 13, No. 2 
(May-August, 
2013), 181-205; 
Morton A. 
Kaplan, 
“Problems of 
Theory Building 
and Confirmation 
in International 
Politics,” World 
Politics, Vol. 
14, No. 1 
(1961), 6-24;  
“Introduction,” 
in Park, 
Sovereignty and 
Status in East 
Asian 
International 
Relations 

(8.30.) Fall semester

classes begin

(9.3. - 9.7.) Course

add and drop period 

2  2021-09-06

2021-09-12

The Westphalian System and the Confucian 
Tributary System Compared 

David C. Kang, 
“Hierarchy and 
Legitimacy in 
International 
Systems: The 
Tribute System 
in Early Modern 
East Asia,” 
Security 
Studies, Vol. 19 
(2010), 591-602; 
Erik Ringmar, 
“Performing 
International 
Systems: Two 
East-Asian 
Alternatives to 
the Westphalian 
Order,” 
International 
Organization 
Vol. 66 (Winter, 
2012), 1-25. 


(9.3. - 9.7.) Course

add and drop period 



Lee, Sovereignty 
and Status, 
Chapter 2

Suggested 
Reading: Jack 
Donnelly, “The 
Elements of the 
Structures of 
International 
System,” 
International 
Organization, 
Vol. 66, No. 4 
(Fall, 2012), 
609-643 

3  2021-09-13

2021-09-19

Wilsonian Liberalism and the Shadow of 
Imperialism in East Asia 

Noriko Kawamura, 
“Wilsonian 
Idealism and 
Japanese Claims 
at the Paris 
Peace 
Conference,” 
Pacific 
Historical 
Review, Vol. 66, 
No. 4 (November, 
1997), 503-526; 
Park, 
Sovereignty and 
Status, Chapter 
3;  Erez Manela, 
“Imagining 
Woodrow Wilson 
in Asia: Dreams 
of East-West 
Harmony and the 
Revolt Against 
Empire in 1919,” 
American 
Historical 
Review, Vol. 
111, No. 5 
(December, 
2006), 1327-
1351. 

Suggested 
Reading: Yasuzo 
Horie, “The 
Economic 
Significance of 
the Meiji 
Restoration,” 
Kyoto University 
Economic Review, 
Vol. 12, No. 2 
(December, 
1937), 63-81; 
Yoshio Sakata 
and John W. 
Hall, “The 

 



Motivation of 
Political 
Leadership in 
the Meiji 
Restoration,” 
The Journal of 
Asian Affairs, 
Vol. 16, No. 1 
(November, 
1956), 31-50; 
George Wilson, 
“Plots and 
Motives in 
Japan’s Meiji 
Restoration,” 
Comparative 
Studies in 
Society and 
History, Vol. 
25, No. 3 (July, 
1983), 407-427; 
Masaru Kohno, 
“On the Meiji 
Restoration: 
Japan’s Search 
for 
Sovereignty?” 
International 
Relations of the　
Asia-Pacific, 
Vol. 1, No. 2 
(2001), 265-283; 
M. N. Pak and 
Wayne Patterson, 
“Russian Policy 
toward Korea 
before and 
during the Sino-
Japanese War of 
1894-1895,” The 
Journal of 
Korean Studies, 
Vol. 5 (1984), 
109-119; 
Lawrence 
Battistini, “The 
Korean Problem 
in the 
Nineteenth 
Century,” 
Monumenta 
Nipponica, Vol. 
8, No. 1/2 
(1952), 47-66. 

4 
2021-09-20

2021-09-26
Week 4`s class will take place in Week 15. 

Week 4`s class 
will take place 
in Week 15. 

(9.20. - 9.22.) Chuseok

Holiday 

5  2021-09-27

2021-10-03

The Great Depression and the 
Intensification of Japanese Imperialism 

David J. Dallin, 
“Politics and 
World Economy in 

 



the Great 
Depression of 
1929-1934,” The 
Review of 
Politics, Vol. 
7, No. 1 
(January, 1945), 
15-28; Kaoru 
Sugihara, “The 
Economic 
Motivations 
behind Japanese 
Aggression in 
the Late 1930s: 
Perspectives of 
Freda Utley and 
Nawa Toichi,” 
Journal of 
Contemporary 
History, Vol. 
32, No. 2 259-
280; Tim Wright, 
“Coping with the 
World 
Depression: The 
Nationalist 
Government’s 
Relations with 
Chinese Industry 
and Commerce, 
1932-1936,” 
Modern Asian 
Studies, Vol. 
25, No. 4 
(October, 1991), 
649-674 

6  2021-10-04

2021-10-10

The Second World War in East Asia  Michael A. 
Barnhart, “The 
Origins of the 
Second World War 
in Asia and the 
Pacific: 
Synthesis 
Impossible?” 
Diplomatic 
History, 241-
260; Yukiko 
Koshiro, 
“Japan’s World 
and World War 
II,” Diplomatic 
History, Vol. 
25, No. 3 
(Summer, 2001), 
425-441; 
Xiaoyuan Liu, 
“Sino-American 
Diplomacy over 
Korea during 
World War II,“ 

(10.4.) Substitute

holiday for National

Foundation Day

(10.6.) First third of the

semester ends 



The Journal of 
American-East 
Asian Relations, 
Vol. 1, No. 2 
(Summer, 1992), 
223-264. 

7 
2021-10-11

2021-10-17

The Making of an American-centered Postwar 
Order and World War II as a Historical 
Memory 

G. John 
Ikenberry, 
“Power and 
Liberal Order: 
America’s 
Postwar Order in 
Transition,” 
International 
Relations of the 
Asia-Pacific, 
Vol. 5, No. 2 
(2005), 133-152; 
Park, 
Sovereignty and 
Status, Chapter 
4. 

Rana Mitter, 
“Old Ghosts, New 
Memories: 
China’s Changing 
War History in 
the Era of Post-
Mao Politics,” 
Journal of 
Contemporary 
History, Vol. 
38, No. 1 
(2003), 117-
131. 

(10.11.) Substitute

holiday for Hangul

Proclamation Day 

8 
2021-10-18

2021-10-24
Mid-Term Exam  Mid-term Exam 

(10.18. - 10.22.)

Midterm

Examinations 

9  2021-10-25

2021-10-31

The Origins of the Chinese Civil War and 
the Korean War 

Eric M. Forman, 
“Civil War as a 
Source of 
International 
Violence,” The 
Journal of 
Politics, Vol. 
34, No. 4 
(November, 
1972), 1111-
1134; Michael M. 
Sheng, 
“America’s Lost 
Chance in China? 
A Reappraisal of 
Chinese 
Communist Policy 
Toward the 
United States 
Before 1945,” 
The Australian 

(10.25. - 10.27.)

Course withdrawal

period

(10.29. - 11.2.)

Application Period for

S/U evaluation 



Journal of 
Chinese Affairs, 
No. 29 (January, 
1993), 135-157; 
Kenneth S. 
Chern, “Politics 
of American 
China Policy, 
1945: Roots of 
the Cold War in 
Asia,” Political 
Science 
Quarterly, Vol. 
91, No. 4 
(Winter, 1976-
1977), 631-647

For an 
examination of 
the Korean War 
as an example of 
a civil war, as 
discussed in 
Forman’s 
article, see 
Kyu-hyun Jo, 
“For a More 
Perfect 
Communist 
Revolution: The 
Rise of the 
Southern Korean 
Workers` Party 
and the Twilight 
of Unitary 
Socialism,” UCLA 
Historical 
Journal, Vol. 
29, No.1, 1-32. 

10  2021-11-01

2021-11-07

The Chinese Connection in the Korean War  Hao Yufan and 
Zhai Zhihai, 
“China’s 
Decision to 
Enter the Korean 
War: History 
Revisited,” The 
China Quarterly, 
Vol. 121 (March, 
1990), 94-115. 
Jian Chen, 
“China’s 
Changing Aims 
During the 
Korean War, 
1949-1950,” The 
Journal of 
American-East 
Asian Relations, 
Vol. 1, No. 1 
(Spring, 1992), 
8-41; Masuda 

(10.29. - 11.2.)

Application Period for

S/U evaluation 



Hajimu, “The 
Korean War 
through the 
Prism of Chinese 
Society: Public 
Reactions and 
the Shaping of 
“Reality”in the 
Communist State, 
October-
December, 1951,” 
Journal of Cold 
War Studies, 
Vol. 14, No. 3 
(Summer, 2012), 
3-38. 

11 
2021-11-08

2021-11-14

The End of the Korean War and Its Impact on 
Korea and Japan 

B. C. Koh, “The 
War’s Impact on 
the Korean 
Peninsula,” The 
Journal of 
American-East 
Asian Relations, 
Vol. 2, No. 1 
(Spring, 1993), 
57-76; Roger 
Dingman, “The 
Dagger and the 
Gift: The Impact 
of the Korean 
War on Japan,” 
The Journal of 
American-East 
Asian Relations, 
Vol. 2, No. 1 
(Spring, 1993), 
29-55; Robert 
Jervis, “The 
Impact of the 
Korean War on 
the Cold War,” 
The Journal of 
Conflict 
Resolution, Vol. 
24, No. 4 
(December, 
1980), 563-592. 

(11.12.) Second third

of the semester ends 

12  2021-11-15

2021-11-21

The Cold War and the Making of the U. S.-
Japan Alliance 

Robert J. 
MacMahon, “The 
Cold War in 
Asia: Toward a 
New Synthesis?” 
Diplomatic 
History, Vol. 
12, No. 3 
(Summer, 1988), 
307-327; Park, 
Status and 
Sovereignty, 
Chapter 5; 

 



Herbert Passin, 
“The Occupation: 
Some 
Reflections,“ 
Daedalus, Vol. 
119, No. 3 
(Summer, 1990), 
107-129. 

13 
2021-11-22

2021-11-28

Understanding the Vietnam War as Two 
Indochina Wars and China`s Strategies 
during the Indochina Wars 

Russell H. 
Fifield, “The 
Thirty Years War 
in Indochina: A 
Conceptual 
Framework,” 
Asian Survey, 
Vol. 17, No. 9 
(September, 
1977),857-879; 
Chen Jian, 
“China and the 
First Indochina 
War, 1950-1954,” 
The China 
Quarterly, No. 
133 (March, 
1993), 85-110; 
Chen Jian, 
“China’s 
Involvement in 
the Vietnam War, 
1964-1969,” The 
China Quarterly, 
No. 142 (June, 
1995), 356-387. 

 

14  2021-11-29

2021-12-05

East Asia After the End of the Cold War and 
the Future of the Korean Peninsula and 
China 

Peggy F. Meyer, 
“Post-Cold War 
Northeast 


Asia: Regional 
Trends and 
Prospects,“ 


The Journal of 
East Asian 
Affairs, Vol. 
11, 


No. 1 
(Winter/Spring, 
1997), 65-90; 


Choong-nam Kim, 
“The Management 
of the 


ROK-U. S. 
Relations in the 
Post-Cold War 


Era,“ The 

 



Journal of East 
Asian Affairs, 
Vol. 


Vol. 17, No. 1 
(Spring/Summer, 
2003), 52-92


Bruce Cumings, 
“Ending the Cold 
War 


in Korea,” World 
Policy Journal, 
Vol. 1, No. 


4 (Summer, 
1984), 769-791


Suggested 
Reading: Donald 
S. 


Zagoria, “The 
End of the Cold 
War and Its 


Impact on 
China,” 
Proceedings of 
the


Academy of 
Political 
Science, Vol. 
38, No. 2 


(1991), 1-11. 

15  2021-12-06

2021-12-12

Japanese Colonialism, Its Controversial 
Legacies,

and the Search for Reconciliation 

Anne Booth and 
Kent Deng, 
“Japanese 
Colonialism in 
Comparative 
Perspective,” 
Journal of World 
History, Vol. 
28, No. 1 
(March, 2017), 
61-98; David 
Hundt and Roland 
Bleiker, 
“Reconciling 
Colonial 
Memories in 
Korea and 
Japan,” Asian 
Perspective, 
Vol. 31, No. 1, 
61-91; Kyu-hyun 
Jo, “The Shadow 

(12.6. - 12.10.) Self-

study 



of Cold War 
Politics over 
Territorial 
Sovereignty: The 
San Francisco 
Peace Treaty and 
Its Implications 
for Japan`s 
Territorial 
Disputes with 
Korea and 
China,” Journal 
of Territorial 
and Maritime 
Studies, Vol. 8, 
No. 2, 98-114. 

16 
2021-12-13

2021-12-17
Final Exam  Final Exam 

(12.13. - 12.17.) Final

Examinations 

* Changes in Management of Academic Semester 

During the midterm examinations (2021.10.18. - 10.22.) and final examinations (2021.12.13. - 12.17.) period, classes or

self-study should be continued unless there is an exam scheduled during the week.


* According to the University regulation section 57-2, students with disabilities can request special support related to

attendance, lectures, assignments, or exams by contacting the course professor at the beginning of semester.Upon

request, students can receive such support from the course professor or from the Center for Students with

Disabilities(OSD). The following are examples of types of support available in the lectures, assignments, and exams:

(However, actual support may vary depending on the course.)

[Lecture]

- Visual Impairment: alternative, braille, enlarged reading materials, note-taker

- Physical Impairment: alternative reading materials, access to classroom, note-taker, assigned seat

- Hearing Impairment: note-taker/stenographer, recording lecture

- Intellectual Disability/Autism: note-taker, study mentor

[Assignments and Exam]

- Visual, Physical, Hearing Impairment: extra days for submission, alternative type of assignment, extended exam

time, alternative type of exam, arranging separate exam room, and proctors, note-taker

- Intellectual Disability/Autism: personalized assignments, alternative type of evaluation
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