The Decline and Fall of Western Civilization

(ELL4923-01-00)

Instructor: Peter Yoonsuk Paik	E-mail: pypaik@yonsei.ac.kr
Office: Oesol Hall 201	Office Hours: Wednesday 3-4 & by appointment 

Classroom: Oesol Hall 526
Meeting Times: Tuesday 10-12, Thursday 9-10

Description
In this course we will examine the idea of the decline and collapse of civilizations as it has been explored in the West. The twenty-first century finds that technology has reshaped life across the industrialized world and that prosperity has increased across the globe, yet there is also widespread pessimism about the future and grave concern that institutions are breaking down. Could it be that our fears and worries stem from the belief that our governments and societies are incapable of meeting new challenges? What might theories of decline tell us about the malaise and despair felt in industrialized societies? 

Grading
Final paper (35%), response papers (35%), Class participation (30%)

Readings
Most readings will be available online, whether as a pdf or a link to a website - check on the “Class Files” section of LearnUs. You may purchase either the e-version or the hard copy of Michel Houellebecq’s The Possibility of an Island.

Course Schedule
	
1
	8/31

9/2
	Introduction

John Glubb, The Fate of Empires

	
2
	9/7


9/9
	Edward Gibbon, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Chapters 25, 38, General Observations

Edward Gibbon, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Chapter 68

	
3
	9/14

9/16
	Oswald Spengler, The Decline of the West Vol. 2, pp. 325-376

Discussion

	
4

	9/21

9/23
	Chuseok - no class

Oswald Spengler, The Decline of the West Vol. 2, pp. 376-448

	
5
	9/28

9/30
	Oswald Spengler, The Decline of the West Vol. 2, pp. 448-507

Discussion

	
6


	10/5

10/7
	Oswald Spengler, The Decline of the West Vol. 1, pp. 217-296

Discussion
Screening: Under the Silver Lake (7-9:30 PM)

	
7


	10/12


10/14
	H. P. Lovecraft, H. P. Lovecraft, “The Call of Cthulhu,” “Nyarlathotep,” “The Horror at Red Hook,” and “The Doom That Came to Sarnath”

Discussion

	
8

	10/19

10/21
	
Midterm Week

	
9

	10/26

10/28
	Michel Houellebecq, The Possibility of an Island, pp. 14-113

Discussion

	
10

	11/2

11/4
	Michel Houellebecq, The Possibility of an Island, pp. 114-170

Discussion

	
11

	11/9

11/11
	Michel Houellebecq, The Possibility of an Island, pp. 170-249

Discussion

	
12
	11/16

11/18
	Michel Houellebecq, The Possibility of an Island, pp. 250-337

Discussion

	
13

	11/23

11/25
	Jean Baudrillard, Carnival and Cannibal

Discussion

	
14

	11/30

12/2
	Jean Baudrillard, Carnival and Cannibal

Wrap-up





1

