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UNIVERSIDAD SAN FRANCISCO DE QUITO SCHOOL: CIENCIAS SOCIALES Y HUMANIDAD. 
Semester: 202010 - Primer Semestre 2020/2021 Schedule: MJ 08:30 - 09:50 (Aula -) 
 
INSTRUCTOR/TEACHER INFORMATION:  
Professor: Nathan Digby 
Email ndigby@usfq.edu.ec 
Office: Hayek 100K 
Office hours: LMIJV 10:00-11:30 o por cita 
 
COURSE INFORMATION:  
COURSE: FIL-3001E - PROCESS PHILOSOPHY 
NRC: 2858 
Credits: 3 
Pre-requisites: Verify pre-requisites in Banner academic system. 
Co-requisites: The course doesn't have Co-requisites 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
What is the ultimate nature of reality? Is it made up of many different things (atomistic) or is it finally one (unified)? Is change illusory or is it fundamental? Is consciousness an accidental by-product of evolution or does the universe somehow "feel" itself (is subjectivity pervasive)?  This class is an experiment in metaphysics (a general theory about reality). Since the time of Aristotle, Western philosophy has been enamored with the idea that reality is made up of substances or things. However, as the latest advances in science seem to suggest, reality is sometimes better understood as made up of processes and events than enduring things; reality is better described through verbs than nouns; reality becomes rather than is. What changes when we see the world as a process? Everything. In this class we will develop a process perspective of several key philosophical themes including: truth, time, experience, power, the soul, freedom, ethics, and life after death.  
 
 
COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
	# 
	Learning Outcomes 
	Level 

	1 
	 Manage the concepts and perspectives of process philosophy as critical tools to question the dominant philosophical and ethical viewpoints of Western culture in an essay.  
	Medio 

	2 
	 Articulate arguments for and against the use of speculative philosophy (metaphysics) by studying and evaluating the historical development and contemporary use of the disciplines central themes in an oral presentation.  
	Medio 

	3 
	 Situate process philosophy among various types of philosophy and philosophical methods, both modern and postmodern in a debate.  
	Medio 

	4 
	 Recognize the central, microcosmic elements of Whiteheads process philosophy with an interview. 
	Medio 


 
COURSE CONTENTS:  
What is Process Philosophy 
Metaphysics (defined), permanence and change, mind-body problem l 
Free will and determinism 
Speculative philosophy defended Intro to Whitehead 
Whitehead’s Microcosmic Scheme: A Feeling Universe 
Actual entities & prehension 
Prehension, Satisfaction, Objective Immortality 
God, Eternal Objects, and Creativity 
Process Naturalism 
Process without God 
 
METHODOLOGY FOR THE INTEGRATION OF THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL CONTENTS: 
The teaching methodology used in all courses at USFQ follows the liberal arts philosophy: encourage dialogue and enable learning through opportunities to exchange ideas among teachers and students. It is expected that all the theoretical content courses explore potential applications to professional practice and work contexts through the integration of diverse activities and simulations that foster the contextualized understanding of concepts using reality and professional practice as frames of reference. 
 
 
ASSESSMENT:  
This class meets two times a week and will focus on the aforementioned themes.  The course is designed to deepen and clarify your own intellectual acumen and creativity through a guided discussion of the themes presented in the readings of the course.  Much of the learning that will take place will depend on the quality of your contributions, on the give and take of different viewpoints and through your insights and interpretations.  As such, being in class (attendance), being prepared for class (having read the material for that class session), and being interactive (participating in discussions with personal ideas and questions) are all highly important. 
 
	Type 
	General Description 
	% of final grade 

	Attendance and participation in class 
	Attendance and participation in class 
	10 

	4 exams 
	4 exams each worth 10% of the final grade 
	50 

	Thematic Group Presentation 
	Thematic Group Presentation 
	20 

	Final Paper 
	Final Paper 
	20 


 
Description of Assessment Categories 
 
Attendance and class participation.  Much of the learning in this course takes place through class discussion and through the analysis of ideas in groups.  It is important to attend class and to come prepared to discuss the readings assigned for that class period.  This means that you must read all the assigned texts.  Every student should come to each class with at least one thought, reflection or question to share.  I will ask individual students, at random, to share their questions and insights with the class.  Occasionally, should it prove necessary, there may be surprise quizzes on the class readings.   
 
Exams.  There will be four exams during the semester.  These are designed, in part, to encourage you to study, understand, and evaluate the central themes in each section of the course.  Their formats will vary, depending upon what has been covered in the previous section.   
 
Thematic presentations.  At some point in the semester, you will be divided into groups of three or four students and will design a power point presentation introducing a particular theme which will deepen our understanding of the scope of Process Philosophy.  You may be creative in choosing the topics of your presentations, but they should be approved by the professor.  Each presentation should analyze a philosophical or cultural topic/theme not covered in class and explain it from a process perspective.  Each presentation should analyze its topic at both the microscopic and macroscopic levels; it should include an analysis of the deficiencies of a traditional substance-based approach to the theme; and suggest the potential benefits of a process-based approach. The presentation should be accompanied by a 4 page paper which summarizes the basic themes of the presentation. These power point presentations will be shared in class with your colleagues.  Each oral presentation should last 20 minutes at the bare minimum and will set the theme of discussion for the day. 
 
Final paper.  At the end of the semester you will be asked to write a final essay over the topic of your choosing.  Again, feel free to be creative when choosing your topic.  You may not use the same topic as used in your group thematic presentation. The idea is to think more deeply over a topic, theme or question related to process philosophy that is interesting to you.  You may analyze a theme not covered in the class, showing how a process view might be advantageous or disadvantageous in some way.  However, your paper should include your personal evaluation of process philosophy as a metaphysical position.  The essay should be between 8 and 10 pages (times new roman, font size 12, double spaced).  
Your topic should be chosen by October 16 and must be approved by the professor.  An outline of your final paper is due by Nov. 15.  In the final weeks of class, you may be asked to present to the class the topic and central arguments of your work.  
  
LIBRARY BIBLIOGRAPHY:  
Griffin, David Ray. (2007) Whitehead’s Radically Different Postmodern Philosophy: An 
 	Argument for Its Contemporary Relevance. Albany, NY: State University of New York 
 	Press. 
 
· Mesle, C. Robert. (2008) Process-Relational Philosophy: An Introduction to Alfred North  Whitehead. West Conshohocken, PA: Templeton Press.  
 
· Sherburne, Donald W. (1966) A Key to Whitehead’s Process and Reality. Chicago:  University of Chicago Press. 
 
 
COURSE BIBLIOGRAPHY:  
In this course, alongside several journal articles from Process Studies Journal, the principle readings will come from: 
 
Eastman, Timothy and Hank Keeton.  Physics and Whitehead: Quantum, Process, and  Experience.  	(Albany, NY: State University of New York Press, 2003). 
 
Griffin, David Ray.  Whitehead’s Radically Different Postmodern Philosophy: An Argument for Its  	Contemporary  Relevance.  (Albany, NY: State University of New York Press, 2007). 
 
Hartshorne, Charles.  Omnipotence and Other Theological Mistakes.  (Albany, NY: State University of 
 	New York Press, 1984). 
 
Henning, Brian. The Ethics of Creativity: Beauty, Morality and Nature in a Processive Cosmos.  	(Pittsburgh, PA: University of Pittsburg Press, 2005). 
 
Ingram, Paul O. and Frederick Streng. Buddhist-Christian Dialogue: Mutual Renewal and  	Transformation. (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1986). 
 
Mesle, C. Robert. Process-Relational Philosophy: An Introduction to Alfred North Whitehead. (West  	Conshohocken, PA: Templeton Press, 2008). 
 
________. Process Theology: A Basic Introduction.  (St. Louis, MO: Chalice Press,1993). 
 
Popkin, Richard and Avrum Stroll. Philosophy Made Simple. 2nd edition. (New York: Doubleday,1993). 
 
Rescher, Nicholas.  Process Metaphysics: An Introduction to Process Philosophy. (Albany, NY:  State  	University of New York Press, 1996). 
 
________.  Process Philosophy: A Survey of Basic Issues.  (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 
 	2000). 
 
Sharman, Kriti. Interdependence: Biology and Beyond. (New York: Fordham University Press, 2015). 
 
 
Sherburne, Donald W., ed. A Key to Whitehead´s Process and Reality. (Chicago: University of  	Chicago Press, 1966). 
 
Suchocki, Marjorie Hewitt, God Christ Church: A Practical Guide to Process Theology. (New York: 
 	Crossroad, 1982). 
 
Weber, Michel and Anderson Weekes, eds. Process Approaches to Consciousness in Psychology,  	Neuroscience, and Philosophy of Mind. (Albany, NY: State University of New York Press, 
 	2009). 
 
Helpful websites: 
 
1. Center for Process Studies: (http://www.ctr4process.org/) 
2. Process Studies Journal (articles on Religion Online website):  	(http://www.religiononline.org/listbycategory.asp?Cat=109) 3. Concrescence: The Australasia Journal of Process Thought: 
(http://www.concrescence.org/index.php/ajpt) 
4. ANW biography and overview of thought: (http://www3.sympatico.ca/rlubbock/ANW.html) 5. The International Process Network: (http://www.processnetwork.org/) 
6. The Whitehead Metaphysical Society: 
 	(http://towarzystwo.panewniki.pl/english/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1) 
7. The University of Saskatchewan Process Philosophy Research Unit: (http://www.usask.ca/usppru/) 
8. Society for the Study of Process Philosophies: (http://web02.gonzaga.edu/faculty/henning/sspp/) 
9. Whitehead Research Project: (http://whiteheadresearch.org/resources/websites.shtml) 
10. The Whitehead Society of Korea: (http://whitehead.or.kr/) 
 
Recommended Reading 
  
Whitehead, Alfred North.  Process and Reality. Edited by David Ray Griffin and Donald  Sherburne,  	corr. Ed.  (New York: Free Press, 1978). 
________. Modes of Thought. (New York: Free Press, 1937). 
________. Adventures in Ideas. (Ney York: Free Press, 1961). 
________. Religion in the Making. (New York: World Publishing Company, 1971). 
 
 
POLICIES:  
All students taking courses at USFQ must follow the rules for ethics of learning, research, and behavior detailed in the  USFQ's Code of Honor and Coexistence.All courses should follow the policies stated in USFQ's Manual del Estudiante 
 
  
SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES: 
	Date 
	Principal themes for the day 
	Readings for class 
	Homework, Exams 

	Sep 01 
	Introduction to course, review syllabus   
What is Process Philosophy?  
	 
	 

	03 
	 Metaphysics (defined)  permanence and change  mind-body problem  
	Popkin and Stroll, p99-107 
	 



	08 
	Speculative philosophy 
Intro to Whitehead (biography) 
	Mesle, chapt 1-2 “A Process 
–Relational World” & 
“Imaginative Generalization,” p1-19 
Suggested: “In Defense of 
Speculative Philosophy” 
(Sherburne 191-204) 
	 

	10 
	Interlude: Buddhist interbeing, Interdependent Co-Arising 
	Dalai Lama, Emptiness, 
Relativity and Quantum 
Physics, 
Nhat Hanh, readings 
	 

	15 
	 
	 
	Exam 1: 
metaphysics Choose groups and dates for group presentations 

	17 
	Process Defined 
 
	Mesle, chapt 3: “Minds, 
Bodies and Experience” 
Rescher, Process 
Metaphysics,p27-38 
	 

	22 
	Whitehead’s Microcosmic Scheme  
A Feeling Universe 
Actual entities & prehension 
	Mesle, chap 4 “Experience 
All the Way Down,” p31-41  
Suchocki, chap 2 “The 
Process Model” p11-21  
	Choose topics for group presentations 

	24 
	Reading Whitehead 
Prehension, Satisfaction, Objective Immortality 
	Sherburne, p6-19  
 
	 

	29 
	God, Eternal Objects, and Creativity 
 
	Suchocki, chap 4 “The Model and God” p35-45 Sherburne, p20-35 
Recommended: Sherburne, p171-190 
	 

	Oct 01 
	Process Naturalism 
 
	Mesle, chapt 9 “Creativity, 
Freedom, and God”p79-88 Mesle, “Process Naturalism” p127-133 
	 

	06 
	The human person as Process 
 
	Rescher, chapt 6 “Process and Persons” and  
Sherburne glossary, nexus, society, structured societies 
	 
 

	08 
	Catch-up day, Reflection/discussion Review for exam 2 
	 
	 

	13 
	 
	 
	Exam 2: Process model 

	15 
	Process Thought and Quantum Mechanics 
	Malin, “Whitehead’s 
Philosophy and the Collapse of Quantum States” 
	Choose topics for final paper 

	20 
	Power (unilateral vs. relational) 
 
	Mesle, chapt 7 and 8 
“Unilateral and Relational Power” p65-78 
	 

	22 
	Process and Consciousness 
	Griffin, “Consciousness as Subjective Form,” p175-196 
	 

	27 
 
	Music 
	Jones, “AN Whitehead and Music” 
	 

	29 
	Clinical Psychology, Process and 
LSD 
	Gibson, “The LSD 
Experience: A Whiteheadian View” p1-10 
	 

	Nov 03 
	RECESO DIA DIFUNTOS 
 
	 
	 

	05 
	Ecology 
 
	Griffin, “Whitehead’s Deeply 
Ecological Worldview,” p70-
85 
	 

	10 
	Catch-up Day and Review 
	 
	 

	12 
	 
	 
	Exam 3: Process Applications 1 

	17 
	Expression 
	Whitehead, “Expression” 
	Turn in final paper outline 

	19 
	Truth 
	Griffin, “Truth as 
Correspondence, Knowledge as Dialogical,” p86-105 
	 

	24 
	Time and Space 
	Rescher, “Space-Time,” p9497 
Griffin, “Time in Physics, Time in Our Lives,” p106138. 
	 

	26 
	Education, Feminism 
	Thie, “Feminists Concerns and Whitehead’s Theory of Perception” 
	 

	 Dec 01 
	Process & Buddhism/ World 
Religions, Philosophy in Process, etc. 
	Process and Emptiness 
 
	 

	03 
	Beauty and Morality 
	Henning “A Whiteheadian Aesthetics of Morals” 
	 

	08 
	Interdependence 
	Kriti Sharma 
	 

	10 
	 
	 
	Exam 4: Process Applications 2 

	15 
	Last day of class 
	 
	Final Paper due 


 
 
This syllabus was reviewed and approved by the coordination of the respective academic area or department. All sections of this course must follow this syllabus. Any changes or adjustments to this syllabus must be approved by the coordinator responsible for this academic area or department and must be reflected in the Curricular Design system.' 
 
This syllabus was reviewed and approved by the coordination of the respective academic area or department. All sections of this course must follow this syllabus. Any changes or adjustments to this syllabus must be approved by the coordinator responsible for this academic area or department and must be reflected in the Curricular Design system.' 
 
During the sanitary emergency the learning process for this course has been designed to integrate technological, telematic tools and alternative methodologies to facilitate virtual synchronous learning. All the learning activities aim to guarantee the accomplishment of the academic plans for undergraduate and graduate programs and sustain the students' continuous learning; to protect the physical integrity of students, preserving educational quality and academic rigor and to respect the right to work, to preserve the personal health of faculty, administrative and support staff. 
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