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This course will introduce students to distinctive aspects that comprise the law and legal system of the United States. Generally, the course will be split into three parts: first, general topics of U.S. laws and legal system; second, an overview of substantive issues in key subject areas of law; and, third, practicing law in the United States including trial methods and analyzing case law. 

By the end of the course, students will understand broad concepts such as the interplay between state and federal court systems, as well as sources of law and law-making, the American legal education, and becoming a lawyer. Students will be able to understand substantive topics in the first-year law school curriculum, including torts, contracts, property, constitutional law, and criminal law, and trial methods.

Lecture 1 Introduction

· Why the United States?
· An overview of the United States Constitution, its historical context, including checks and balances, branches of government. 
· Bill of rights and fourteenth amendments to the constitution. 

Assignment: read County of Oneida v. Oneida Indian Nation of New York State, 470 U.S. 226 (1985)

Lecture 2  Judicial Branch

· Jurisdiction of Supreme Court of the United States and the path of a case. 
· Structure of the federal courts and Supreme Court of the United States 
· Contrast state courts and federal courts. 
· Sources of law and hierarchy of law.

Lecture  3  Legal Methods

· Path of a criminal case from beginning to end
· Contrasting criminal cases and civil cases, and federal and state law jurisdiction
· Methods of analysis, including briefing caselaw and IRAC “Issue Rule Application and Conclusion.”
· Analysis of Oneida

Assignment: read and brief Palsgraf v. Long Island R. Co., 248 N.Y. 339, (N.Y. 1929) and read Fundamentals of the Law, Chapter 8 on torts

Lecture 4 Torts

· General principals of Tort law
· Discussion and briefing of Palsgraf
· Study of Liebeck v. McDonald's 

Assignment: read complaint in Stevick v. Monsanto

Lecture 5 Torts continued

· Negligent torts, Intentional Torts, and strict liability
· Monsanto Bayer toxic tort litigation

Assignment: read Fundamentals of the Law, chapter 14 pp 316; and case law on contracts

Lecture 6 Contracts

· Elements of contract, formation, and consideration
· Contract Defenses
· Remedies

Lecture 7 Contracts continued
	
· Uniform Commercial 
· Consumer Protection
· Class Actions

Assignment: Fundamentals of the Law pp 297-306 on real estate transactions

Lecture 8 Property Law

· Real Property and Personal Property
· Adverse Possession 
· Simple Fee Interest 
· Real Estate Transaction

Lecture 9 Corporations

· How to limit liability
· Corporate structures
· Piercing the veil

Assignment: read Model Rules of Professional Conduct, rules 1.6, 1.7, 3.1, 8.4, Fundamentals of the Law pp 3-12, briefs from Monsanto request for attorney fees

Lecture 10 Legal Profession

· Law school, admission to the bar
· The legal profession, types of law and how lawyers are paid
· Ethics

Assignment: Read sample moot course case, jury instructions

Lecture 11 Dispute Resolution

· Jury trials and bench trials
· State and federal trials
· Arbitration and Mediation

Assignment: prepare direct and cross examination, write a closing statement

Lecture 12 Anatomy of a Trial

· Trial Methods
· Hearsay and Impeachment, leading questions
· In-class exercise in direct and cross examination

Assignment: case law equal protection cases, prepare direct and cross examination, write a closing statement

Lecture 13 Trial Methods
· Class exercise in direct and cross examination
Assignment: read case law on equal protection and privacy

Lecture 14  Special Topics

· Discrimination, Equal Protection
· Privacy Law
· U.S. Election and amending the U.S. Constitution






