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	· 1. Factual information

	Course title
	English 259: Topics in Contemporary World Literature
	Level
	6
	
	

	Course tutor
	Fiona Cornes
	Credit value
	15


	2. Rationale for the course and its links with other courses



	This is a required course for English majors in the pathway Language and Literature, in which students will have the opportunity to study contemporary literary works and develop a more in-depth understanding of the literary production of an era that happens to be their own, thus facilitating their engagement with the texts and allowing for an informed critical stance. The course builds upon prior relevant knowledge from other courses (English 120) and relates most specifically to English 340 (Comparative Literature).


	3. Aims of the course

	The course approaches contemporary literature as an index of distinct cultures, but also cultural interaction. Students engage in close readings of texts in order to determine the ways in which topics are being articulated in texts reflective of different intellectual and cultural realities of today. As a critical reading and writing course, it will offer students the opportunity to compare cultures and, by exposing them to cultural and literary traditions around the world, help them realize what sets us apart and what brings us together as humans.


	4. Pre-requisite courses or specified entry requirements

	English 120


5. Intended learning outcomes 

	A. Knowledge and understanding
	Learning and  teaching strategy

	At the end of the course, learners will be expected to:

A1: relate individual literary texts to appropriate social, political and cultural contexts. 

A2: display an informed understanding of significant kinds of connection and differences between the texts studied.


	Course readings, lectures, audiovisual, term paper, timed written assessments

Lectures, class discussions, short assignments, term paper, timed written assessments


	B. Cognitive skills


	Learning and teaching strategy

	At the end of the course learners will be expected to:

B1: reflect upon themselves, their own history and culture in relation to the texts studied.


	Class discussions, short assignments, term paper, timed written assessments 


	C. Practical and professional skills
	Learning and teaching strategy

	At the end of the course, learners will be expected to:

C1:  develop an ability to formulate and sustain informed arguments


	Term paper, timed written assessments, class discussions




	D Key transferable skills 
	Learning and teaching strategy

	At the end of the course, learners will be expected to:

D1:  develop a deeper awareness of intercultural diversity, types and styles of human interaction and perspectives.

	Term paper, short assignments, timed written assessments


	6. Indicative content 

	Contemporary literary texts from around the world (originally written in or translated into English), which respond to cultural, political and social issues of today, are the focus of this course.  Students are introduced to the field of Post-colonial studies and reflect upon the insights afforded by this area into the texts considered. Writers such as Marjane Satrapi, Michael Ondaatje, Arundhati Roy and Ian McEwan allow for the exploration of diverse issues through their texts such as the notion of the self and identity, the conception of the “other”, what constitutes contemporary “storytelling”, mapping and the role of boundaries in shaping our responses to specific works. The course also examines the literary features of each text to define its contemporariness, both thematically but also stylistically. Canonical and non-canonical authors such as the aforementioned are selected to help bring to the fore the course’s objectives.


	7. Assessment strategy, assessment methods and their relative weightings 

	Summative Assessment

Midterm examination -------------------30% (based upon Persepolis and The English Patient )
Final examination ------------------------40%  (based upon The God of Small Things and On Chesil Beach, as well as either Persepolis or The English Patient)

Term Paper or  Research  Project ----30%      

Students may choose between a research paper (approx. 2,500 words) or a research project (text and other media) in order to explore in more depth topics covered in the course.        

Formative Assessment

Short Assignments & Class Participation 

All formative assignments and learning tasks aim to prepare students for their summative work while enhancing their confidence and ability for critical and reflective learning.

Bissell Library – Learning Hub

You are strongly encouraged to use the on-line resources of the Learning Hub throughout the course. Please see: https://anatolia.libguides.com/learninghub/home



	8. Mapping of assessment tasks to learning outcomes: 



	
	A1
	A2
	B1
	C1
	D1

	Examinations
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x

	Term Paper


	x
	x
	x
	x
	x


	 9. Teaching staff associated with the course 

	Tutor’s name and contact details
	Contact   hours

	Fiona Cornes
	Tues/Thurs 7-7:30pm & by appointment

	fcornes@anatolia.edu.gr,     Tel: +30-2310398318
	


	 10. Key Reading List (Indicative) 

	Author
	Year
	Title
	Publisher and edition
	Location

	Marjane Satrapi
	2003
	The Complete Persepolis (I & II)
	Pantheon, 2007
	Bissell Library

	Michael Ondaatje
	1992
	The English Patient
	Bloomsbury, 2004
	Bissell Library

	Arundhati Roy
	1997
	The God of Small Things
	HarperCollins, 1997
	Bissell Library

	Ian McEwan
	2008
	On Chesil Beach
	Vintage, 2008
	Bissell Library


	11. Other indicative text (e.g. websites)

	Links to websites and relevant secondary source material (text and audiovisual) uploaded on the Moodle platform.



NOTES:

· Specific guidelines for the Term Paper/Research Project will be distributed and the due date agreed upon in advance during class time.

12. Grading & Academic Policies 

Inclusive Assessment Arrangements

If you have specific learning disabilities that you believe may require special accommodations for this course, you should contact the Dean’s office to submit the appropriate documentation, if you have not done so already.

ASSESSMENT DEADLINES

Students must submit work by the deadlines set in the course. Where coursework is submitted late and there are no accepted extenuating circumstances it will be penalised in line with the following tariff: Submission within 6 working days: a 10% reduction for each working day late down to the 40% pass mark and no further. Submission that is late by 7 or more working days is refused, mark of 0. Submission after the deadline will be assumed to be the next working day. Mitigating circumstances will be evaluated by the AS&PC. 

Assessment of non-degree students taking OU-validated courses (e.g., Study Abroad)

Same method of assessment, i.e. only “summative” assessments determine final grade. However, since those students are not pursuing an OU degree, they are not subject to re-sits or second marking, and final grade is calculated as the (weighted) average of all “summative” assessments, without requirement of passing all summative assessments to pass the course. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
All academic divisions at ACT, both undergraduate and graduate, will apply the following policy on academic integrity and be included in the syllabus: 

“A student committing an act of Academic Dishonesty in a given course will receive an F (0 percentage points) in the assignment where the academic infraction took place. If a student commits an act of Academic Dishonesty for a second time in the same course, this student will receive a failing grade in that course”. 

Revised Absence Policy – Effective Spring 2017  

Maximum Allowed Number of Absences 
The maximum allowed number of absences for all ACT courses stands at 6 (six) hours per course. 
Excusing Absences 
To excuse absences for good cause (such as medical reasons or personal crises), the student should contact the Registrar’s office and, ahead of time or at the latest within a week from the time the absences took place, provide written proof of the cause of the absences. The documents submitted are then evaluated by the Associate Dean for Administration and Student Affairs, who decides whether there are valid grounds for excusing the absences. 
Successful Attendance 
A student is considered to have successfully attended a course if he/she has attended 75% of the course lectures. Thus, the maximum number of absences (excused or not) stands at 11 hours per course. In case of an unsuccessful attendance, the student is administratively withdrawn from the course. The student has the right to appeal the decision to be administratively withdrawn from a course due to excessive absences and seek reinstatement. In this case, the student, within three working days, must fill in a ‘mitigating circumstances’ form in the Registrar’s office, where the reasons of the appeal should be explained. Following this, a formal hearing of the Academic Standards and Performance Committee (ASPC) takes place. The decision of the Committee is final.

GRADING SCALE
	Grade Description
	UK points
	US Letter Grade
	US point grade

	Excellent
	70-100
	A
	4.0

	Very Good (high)
	65-69
	A-
	3.67

	Very Good (low)
	60-64
	B+
	3.33

	Good (high)
	55-59
	B
	3.0

	Good (low)
	50-54
	B-
	2.67

	Satisfactory (high)
	45-49
	C+
	2.33

	Satisfactory (low)
	40-44
	C
	2.0

	Fail
	0-39
	F
	0


The Research (Term) Paper or Project will be graded according to the following Grade Descriptors:

Excellent (70+ points): Superior performance; high level of independent thought; excellent understanding and interpretation of chosen text(s) and appropriate secondary sources in relation to research topic or creative concept; highly effective presentation of ideas with excellent coherence and development; all sources acknowledged correctly; Works Cited page or Reference List laid out correctly according to MLA or Harvard guidelines; language use is clear, precise and appropriate with very minor lapses only. 

Very Good (65-69 points High / 60-64 points Low): Very good performance; very good level of independent thought; very good understanding and interpretation of chosen text(s) and appropriate secondary sources in relation to research topic or creative concept; effective presentation of ideas with very good coherence and development; all sources acknowledged correctly; Works Cited page or Reference List laid out correctly according to MLA or Harvard guidelines; language use is clear and appropriate with  minor lapses only. 

Good (55-59 points High / 50-54 points Low): Good performance; satisfactory level of independent thought; good understanding and interpretation of chosen text(s) and secondary sources in relation to research topic or creative concept; satisfactory presentation of ideas with good coherence and development; most sources acknowledged correctly; Works Cited page or Reference List laid out mostly correctly according to MLA or Harvard guidelines; language use is mostly clear and appropriate with some lapses. 

Satisfactory (45-49 points High / 40-44 points Low): Satisfactory performance-passable; some/little evidence of independent thought; adequate understanding and interpretation of chosen text(s) and some secondary sources in relation to research topic or creative concept; adequate presentation of ideas but with lapses in coherence and development; some sources acknowledged correctly; Works Cited page or Reference List laid out mostly correctly according to MLA or Harvard guidelines; language use is fairly clear and mostly appropriate, but significant lapses are noticeable.

Fail: (0-39): Clearly below the pass standard; very little or no evidence of independent thought; basic understanding and interpretation of chosen text(s) and limited secondary sources in relation to research topic or creative concept; presentation of ideas lacking in coherent  development; few if any sources acknowledged correctly; major errors in lay out of Works Cited page or Reference List according to MLA or Harvard guidelines; language use is rarely clear or appropriate.
