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	Module title
	Politics 201-  INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS: THEORIES AND ISSUES
	Level
	4

	Module tutor
	Dr. Serap A. Kayatekin
	Credit value
	15

	Module type 
	Lecture + guided discussion
	Notional learning hours
	150





	2. Rationale for the module and its links with other modules


	This is an essential course for all International Relations students introducing them to the basic theoretical perspectives in the field, and their applications in selected topics which vary in time.




	3. Aims of the module

	· Critically present and evaluate the sources and the consequences of the major contending perspectives on international relations;
· Understand historically the shaping of the international system over the past century;
· Provide an analytical understanding of the complexity of the global relations;
· Identify and appreciate the significance of the principal issues, actors and institutions in international relations;
· Improve the analytical skills of the students by studying selected global issues.
Provide the students with the knowledge and methodology to move towards an in-depth understanding of international politics.



	4. Pre-requisite modules or specified entry requirements-
Politics 101

	

	5. Is the module compensatable?

	N/A


	6. Are there any PSRB requirements regarding the module?

	N/A








7. Intended learning outcomes

	A. Knowledge and understanding
	Programme Learning Outcome(s) this maps against
	Learning and  teaching strategy

	At the end of the module, learners will be expected to:

A1:Develop an awareness and understanding of the major competing theoretical perspectives on international relations.
A2:Develop an understanding of the consequences of the differences of these perspectives.
A3: Develop a deeper understanding of the actors and structures of the global political and economic relations.
A4: Identify and understand (selected) fundamental issues of the global system, and how these get transformed in time.
A5: Appreciate analytically the complexity of the global political and economic relations through the theoretical and empirical tools provided throughout the course.
	

A1, A2


A1,A2

A1
A4

A4
	

Lectures, course readings, case studies, class discussions

Lectures, course readings, case studies, class discussions, exams, quizzes
Class discussions, course readings, case studies,

Case studies, exams, writing assignment, quizzes

Lectures, course readings, classdiscussions




	B. Cognitive skills

	Programme Learning Outcome(s) this maps against
	Learning and teaching strategy

	
At the end of the module learners will be expected to:

B1: Understand theories in the context of International Relations;
B2: Understand differences between theories;
B3: Apply theory(ies) to selected issues
	


B2

B3
B5

	


Class discussions, exams, research paper

Class discussions, exams, research paper

Class discussions, research paper









	C. Practical and professional skills
	ProgrammeLearning Outcome(s) this maps against
	Learning and teaching strategy

	At the end of the module, learners will be expected to:

C1: Develop analytical thinking and understanding;

C2:Reflect on skills and experience related to aspects of reality in IR;
	
C1

C4


	
Class participation, reading assignments, research paper, exams

Class participation, reading assignments, research paper, exams




	D Key transferable skills 
	Programme Learning Outcome(s) this maps against
	Learning and teaching strategy

	At the end of the module, learners will be expected to:

D1: Develop collaboration skills

D2:demonstrate the ability to organize tasks and prioritize topics of importance in the field;
	

 D3

D1
	

Class discussions, research paper, exams

Class discussions, research paper

Classdiscussions, researchpaper




	8. Indicative content. 

	Part I: The Historical Context
Week 1: Introduction – What is International Relations?
Week 2:Historical Context of International Relations as a discipline – From Post-World War II to the 21st century

Part II: Theories of World Politics
Week 3: Realism: reason of state; power; self-help; balance-of-power
Week 4:Realism continued: Realism in the texts of Thucydides, Machiavelli and Hobbes
Week 5:Liberalism continued: Liberalism and its historical roots: Cobden, Smith, Bentham and M. Friedman 
Week 6: Liberalism: free-market capitalism; individualism; political democracy 
Week 7: Neo-Realism: Defensive Realism; Offensive Realism; absolute and relative power
Week 8: Neo-Liberalism: Sociological, Institutional, Commercial Liberalism; liberal critiques of neoliberalism; globalization
Week 9: Social Constructivism: social construction of reality; of political agency; the re-definition of politics; legitimation
Week 10: Marxist Theories: World-Systems theory; Gramsci: the idea of political hegemony
Week 11: Presentations




	9. Assessment strategy, assessment methods, their relative weightings and mapping to module learning outcomes 

	For this module summative assessment will include two exams, a presentation and a paper as follows: 

Formative Assessment                 
· Class participation 
· Short Assignments

Summative Assessment:

	Assessment Task
	Weighting
	Week submitted
	Grading (Pass / Fail / %)
	Module Learning Outcome(s) the assessment task maps to

	First exam

Term paper: 1000-word essay on an IR issue the students will choose in which they are asked to approach the topic from different theoretical perspectives.

Presentation (based on the term paper) (pp slides)

Second exam


	25%


35%



15%


25%
	Week 5

Week 11



Week 10


Week 9 
	%


%




%

 %


	See below






	Assessment tasks

	
	A1
	A2
	A3
	A4
	A5
	B1
	B2
	B3
	C1
	C2 
	D1
	D2
	
	
	
	

	First test
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	
	

	Term paper
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	
	

	Presentation
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	x
	x
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	
	
	
	

	Second test
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	x
	x
	
	x
	
	
	
	

	10. Teaching staff associated with the module 

	Tutor’s name and contact details
	Contact   hours

	Dr. Serap A Kayatekin
Office: 8 New Building
	MWF: 2:00-3:00PM or by appt.

	serap@act.edu 2310398230
	

	
	

	11. Key Reading List (Indicative)

	


	John Baylis, S. Smith and P. Owens (eds), The Globalization of World Politics, Oxford University Press, 2016.



	12. Other indicative text (e.g. websites)

	Additional material will be uploaded on Moodle.



	13. List of amendments since last (re)validation

	Area amended
	Details
	Date Central Quality informed

	



	


	





GRADING & ACADEMIC POLICIES

                   ASSESSMENT DEADLINES

Students must submit work by the deadlines set in the module outline. Where coursework is submitted late and there are no accepted extenuating circumstances it will be penalised in line with the following tariff: Submission within 6 working days: a 10% reduction for each working day late down to the 40% pass mark and no further. Submission that is late by 7 or more working days is refused, mark of 0.  Working day is defined by the partner, and submission after the deadline will be assumed to be the next working day. Mitigating circumstances will be evaluated by the AS&PC. 


Assessment of non-degree students taking OU-validated courses (e.g., Study Abroad)Same method of assessment, i.e. only “summative” assessments determine final grade. However, since those students are not pursuing an OU degree, they are not subject to resits or second marking, and final grade is calculated as the (weighted) average of all “summative” assessments, without requirement of passing all summative assessments to pass the course. 


Absence policy:

Students are expected to attend and participate in all of their courses throughout the term, including the first week. Those who fail to do so may be administratively withdrawn from individual courses of the College. This may affect the students’ scholarship and financial aid eligibility.

A student is considered to have successfully attended a course if s/he has attended 75% of the course lectures.Thus, for a typical ACT course with 42 hours of contact time, the maximum number of absences stands at 8 1,20-hour-sessions in this course. This policy applies to all ACT students, degree-seeking and Study Abroad. Absences due to participation in school-related trips and activities may count toward this limit.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
All academic divisions at ACT, both undergraduate and graduate, will apply the following policy on academic integrity and be included in the syllabus: 
“A student committing an act of Academic Dishonesty in a given course will receive an F (0 percentage points) in the assignment where the academic infraction took place. If a student commits an act of Academic Dishonesty for a second time in the same course, this student will receive a failing grade in that course”.







GRADING SCALE
	Grade Description
	UK points
	US Letter Grade
	US point grade

	Excellent
	70+
	A
	4.0

	Very Good (high)
	65-69
	A-
	3.67

	Very Good (low)
	60-64
	B+
	3.33

	Good (high)
	55-59
	B
	3.0

	Good (low)
	50-54
	B-
	2.67

	Satisfactory (high)
	45-49
	C+
	2.33

	Satisfactory (low)
	40-44
	C
	2.0

	Fail
	0-39
	F
	0





