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International Wars and Conflicts
Thursday 12h30-14h30



Before we start… Here is one of the oldest photographs taken in a conflict zone. Is it authentic?
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The Valley of the Shadow of Death, Roger Fenton, 1855
Errol Morris, Believing is seeing, Observations on the Mysteries of Photography, New York, Penguin Press, 2011, Chap. 1, pp. 3-71. 

~~~~~~

Course Description

This course will examine some fundamental questions about the nature of wars and conflicts in international politics. War remains a recurrent phenomenon. From Ethiopia to Ukraine, weapons are fired and people are killed. Is war a part of human nature or is it a social invention? Are democracies less prone to fight than authoritarian regimes? Is war an unavoidable consequence of anarchy, and if so, what is the role of human agency? What factors contribute to conflict among nations, and how have these factors changed over time? Is the nuclear shadow back in our contemporary international security? Has the window of humanitarian operations been closed? Can we speak of “new wars” in the 21st century, and if so, why? We will try to answer some of these questions through an interdisciplinary perspective, incorporating insights from political science, anthropology, psychology and history. With these elements, the course will attempt to better understand our current international environment. 

Course requirements

1) Op-Ed papers (40%) 
You will have to write two editorial columns, as if you were a foreign affairs columnist for a national newspaper. The aim is to translate academic arguments into an opinion that may be read by a general audience. It is thus an opportunity to link theoretical developments to current events. The piece should be 700 words maximum, without any reference. I want your opinion on an issue. I will give you a topic and you will have to submit your paper the week after, by bringing it to the next class. Late submission will receive a penalty of 2 points per day. 

2) Final Exam (60%) 
The last class will be dedicated to the final exam. It will have two parts. The first will be a Q. and A. on some concepts that have been developed in the course. The second part will be an essay. You will have to choose between two questions. You will be graded on the clarity of your writing and the pertinence of your arguments. 

General Readings

The following titles offer a broad overview about the main issues related to war, they may help you to introduce specific topics of the classes and offer insights for possible research papers. All are available at the Sciences Po library and on the online catalogue. Please do not hesitate to ask for references and sources on an issue of special interest. 

Michael Howard, The Causes of Wars, London: Unwin, 1983
David Sobek, The Causes of War, Cambridge: Polity Press, 2008
Hew Strachan and Sybille Scheipers, (Eds.), The Changing Character of War, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2011.
Ian Morris, War! What Is It Good For? Conflict and the Progress of Civilization from Primates to Robots, New York, Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2014.
Richard K. Betts, (Ed.), Conflict after the Cold War, Arguments on Causes of War and Peace, London, Routledge, 5th Edition, 2017.
Lawrence Freedman, The Future of War: A History, London, Penguin Books, 2017. 
Paul Scharre, Army of None: Autonomous Weapons and the Future of War, New York, W.W. Norton, 2019. 
Margaret MacMillan, War, How Conflict Shaped Us, New York, Random House, 2020.
Rutger Bregman, Humankind: A Hopeful History, London, Bloomsbury, 2020.
Christopher Blattman, Why we Fight, New York, Viking, 2022
Classes

Week 1: Introduction
The syllabus will be reviewed. We will assess the phenomenon of war within IR traditional approaches and suggest some insights about our 21st century world. We will differentiate between several levels of analysis and briefly review why wars have been so important in the construction of States and of the European landscape.

Readings: 
Pierre Hassner, “Beyond the Three Traditions: The Philosophy of War and Peace in Historical Perspective”, International Affairs, Vol. 70, No. 4, (Oct. 1994), pp. 737-756. 
Richard Haas, “The Dangerous Decade: A Foreign Policy for a World in Crisis”, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 101, No. 5, (Sept.-Oct. 2022), pp. 25-38. 


Week 2: War and Human Nature
Is war the “most popular of all endeavours”? Can we talk of an animus dominandi? Is Hobbes right and Rousseau wrong? Despite the current conflict in Ukraine, are we witnessing a fundamental shift away from violence and wars? The class will offer some clues about humans’ evolution and will review arguments about the end of war. 

Readings:
Bradley A. Thayer, “Bringing in Darwin: Evolutionary Theory, Realism, and International Politics”, International Security, Vol. 25, No. 2, (Fall 2000), pp. 124-151.
Rutger Bregman, “The rise of Homo Puppy”, in Rutger Bregman, Humankind: A Hopeful History, Bloomsbury, 2020, pp. 51-74.
Richard Ned Lebow, “Fear, Interest and Honour: Outlines of a Theory of International Relations”, International Affairs, Vol. 82, No. 3, (May 2006), pp. 431-448.
Adam Roberts, “The Long Peace Getting Longer”, Survival, Vol. 54, No. 1, (February-March 2012), pp. 175-184. 
Tanisha M. Fazal and Paul Poast, “War Is Not Over: What the Optimists Get Wrong About Conflict”, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 98, No. 6, (Nov/Dec 2019), pp. 74-84. 

Bonus: 
Dan Altman, “The Future of Conquest”, Council on Foreign Relations, September 24, 2021; BBC, The origins of War, https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/b05v7tnr; Bronislaw Malinowski, “An Anthropological Analysis of War”, American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 46, No. 4, (January 1941), pp. 521-550. 


Week 3: War and Identity
We will explore some cultural explanations of warfare, in particular the role of ideology, ethnicity and nationalism. The ‘identity’ insight will help us to better understand the onset of war, its dynamic and why it is so hard to end it. The cases of the civil war in Bosnia or the genocide in Rwanda illustrate the importance of the ethnic factor but also its limits. 

Readings: 
John L. Comaroff and Paul C. Stern, “New Perspectives on Nationalism and War”, Theory and Society, Vol. 23, No. 1 (Feb. 1994), pp. 35-45. 
Jack Snyder, “The Broken Bargain: How Nationalism Came Back”, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 98, No. 2, (March /April 2019), pp. 54-60. 
Barry Posen, “The security dilemma and ethnic conflict”, Survival, Vol. 35, No. 1, (Spring 1993), pp. 27-47.
James D. Fearon and David D. Laitin, “Violence and the Social Construction of Ethnic Identity”, International Organization, Vol. 54, No. 4, (Autumn 2000), pp. 845-877. 
Elaine K Denny and Barbara F Walter, “Ethnicity and civil war”, Journal of Peace Research, (March 2014), Vol. 51, No. 2, pp. 199-212. 

Bonus: 
Stathis N. Kalyvas, “Ethnic Defection in Civil War”, Comparative Political Studies, Vol. 41 No. 8 (August 2008), pp. 1043-1068; Ryszard Kapuscinski, The Other, Penguin Books, 2018. 


Week 4: War and Politics
War is costly and destructive. Why can’t we negotiate deals instead of fighting wars? Why do people accept the costs of war? The democratic peace theory will be debated as well as the rational explanations for war. We will review bargaining theories, signalling problems and the issue of audience costs. We will illustrate these mechanisms with the problems of red lines with the Syrian crisis and chemical weapons under the Obama Administration. The aim will be to differentiate between politics versus strategy. 

Readings:
Edward Mansfield and Jack Snyder, “Democratization and War”, Foreign Affairs, Vol.74, No. 3, (May-June 1995), pp. 79-97. 
James Fearon, “Rationalist Explanations for War”, International Organization, Vol. 49, No. 3, (Summer 1995), pp. 379-414.
Jonathan Kirshner, “Rationalist explanations for War?”, Security Studies, Vol. 10, No. 1, (Autumn 2000), pp. 143-150. 
James Goldberg, “The Obama Doctrine”, The Atlantic, April 2016, available at https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2016/04/the-obama-doctrine/471525/

Bonus:
Jennifer Mitzen and Randall L. Schweller, “Knowing the Unknown Unknowns: Misplaced Certainty and the Onset of War”, Security Studies, Vol. 20, No. 1, (Spring, 2011), pp. 2-35. 


Week 5: War and Anarchy, Part 1: Insecurity
Classically, wars and conflicts have been analysed as consequences, -some unintended-, of the international system. Despite the forces of globalization, the very nature of our anarchic world leads to the recurrence of conflicts. This is the essence of the realist school in International Relations. Yet, the link between the international system and wars is more complex than it appears. This class will look at the sources of insecurity, analyse the so-called defensive realism approach, and highlights the role of uncertainty and the security dilemma. 

Readings: 
Jeffrey W. Taliaferro, “Security Seeking under Anarchy: Defensive Realism Revisited”, International Security, Vol. 25, No. 3, (Winter 2000/01), pp. 128-161.
Shiping Tang, “The Security Dilemma: A Conceptual Analysis”, Security Studies, (September 2009), Vol. 18, No. 3, pp. 587-623. 
Norrin M. Ripsman, “Globalization, deglobalization and Great Power politics”, International Affairs, Vol. 97, No. 5, (September 2021), pp. 1317-1333. 

Bonus: 
Robert Jervis, “Was the Cold War a Security Dilemma?”, Journal of Cold War Studies, Vol. 3, No. 1, (Winter 2001), pp. 36-60; John le Carré, Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy, London, Hodder & Stoughton, 1974. (The movie by the same name is from 2011 by Tomas Alfredson).


Week 6: War and Anarchy, Part 2: Instability
This class will look at the dynamics of the international system. Among the most familiar mechanisms that regulate the world, the balance of power logic is supposed to tame possible sources of conflicts and to maintain peace, as it did during the major part of the 19th century in Europe. Yet, the rise (or fall) of a great power may trigger instability. Has the rise of China sparked America’s fear? Is a conflict between Beijing and Washington unavoidable? 

Readings: 
Kenneth N. Waltz, “The Origins of War in Neorealist Theory”, The Journal of Interdisciplinary History, Vol. 18, No. 4, (Spring, 1988), pp. 615-628.
Christopher Layne, “Coming Storms, The Return of Great-Power War”, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 99, No. 6, (Nov.-Dec. 2020), pp. 42-48. 
Joshua Shifrinson, “The rise of China, balance of power theory and US national security: Reasons for optimism?”, The Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 43, No. 2, (2020), pp. 175–216. 
Yan Xuetong, “The Age of Uneasy Peace: Chinese Power in a Divided World”, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 98, No. 1, (Jan/Feb 2019), pp. 39-46.
John J. Mearsheimer, “The Inevitable Rivalry: America, China, and the Tragedy of Great-Power Politics”, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 100, No. 6, (Nov./Dec. 2021), pp. 48-58. 

Bonus
Richard Ned Lebow, “The Past and Future of War”, International Relations, Vol 24, No. 3, (2010), pp. 243-270; Elliot Ackerman and James Stavridis, 2034: A Novel of the Next World War , London, Penguin Press, 2021; Kevin Rudd, The Avoidable War: The Dangers of a Catastrophic Conflict between the US and Xi Jinping’s China, New York, PublicAffairs, 2022.


Week 7: Nuclear War
Atomic weapons have only been used once, to end a war. The class will review the reasons why States build nuclear weapons and it will assess the nuclear proliferation regime. We will then address the evolution of deterrence and the weakening of the nuclear taboo. We will review the Cuban missile crisis, -the most dangerous nuclear crisis of the Cold War-, and we will try to assess the nuclear risks in Ukraine. 

Readings:
Scott D. Sagan, “Why Do States Build Nuclear Weapons? Three Models in Search of a Bomb”, International Security, Vol. 21, No. 3 (Winter 1996-1997), pp. 54-86. 
James Blight and David A. Welch, “Risking ‘The Destruction of Nations’: Lessons of the Cuban Missile Crisis for New and Aspiring Nuclear States”, Security Studies, Vol. 4, No.4, (Summer 1995), p. 811-850.
Nina Tannenwal, “The Vanishing Nuclear Taboo?”, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 97, No. 6, (Nov/Dec 2018), pp. 16-24.

Bonus:
Stanley Kubrick, (Dir), Dr. Strangelove or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb, 1964; Eric Schlosser, “Almost Everything in ‘Dr. Strangelove’ Was True”, The New Yorker, January 17, 2014. 

Week 8: War on Terror
After 9/11, a new security paradigm emerged: the global war on terror. The class will revisit the concept, assess its meaning and analyses its limits. We will review the nature and evolution of the threats of terrorism and the main component of a strategic approach to counter-terrorism. Some differences between the U.S. and Europe will be highlighted. We will try to answer two extremely difficult questions: Was the war on terror successful? How does it end? 

Readings:
Michael Howard, “What’s in a Name? How to Fight Terrorism”, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 81, No. 1, (Jan.- Feb. 2002), pp. 8-13
Jesse Paul Lehrke and Rahel Schomaker, “Kill, Capture, or Defend? The Effectiveness of Specific and General Counterterrorism Tactics Against the Global Threats of the Post-9/11 Era”, Security Studies, Vol. 25, No. 4, (2016), pp. 729-762.
Audrey Kurth Cronin, “The “War on Terrorism”: What Does it Mean to Win?”, Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 37, No. 2, (2014), p. 174-197.
David Omand, “Countering international terrorism: The use of strategy”, Survival, Vol. 47, No. 4, (Winter 2005-06), pp. 107-116

Bonus:
Mohsin Hamid, The Reluctant Fundamentalist, New York, Harvest Books, 2008; Olivier Roy, Jihad and Death: The Global Appeal of Islamic State, New York, Hurst & Co Publishers, 2017.


Week 9: War for Justice 
The first two decades of the 20th century have seen the multiplication of humanitarian operations where soldiers became “servants” of peace and justice. The emerging norm of a Responsibility to Protect had important implications for state sovereignty, accountability and the role of the international community. Yet, successes are rare. We will try to understand why humanitarian operations are likely to fail, from Libya to Syria. 

Readings: 
Richard K. Betts, “The Delusion of Impartial Intervention”, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 73, No. 6, (Nov. - Dec., 1994), pp. 20-33. 
Alex J. Bellamy, “The Responsibility to Protect and the problem of military intervention”, International Affairs, Vol. 84, No. 4, (July 2008), pp. 615-639.
Alan J. Kuperman, “Rethinking the Responsibility to Protect”, The Whitehead Journal of Diplomacy and International Relations, Vol. 10, No. 1, (Winter/Spring 2009), pp. 33-44. 
Paul D. Williams and Alex J. Bellamy, “Principles, Politics, and Prudence: Libya, the Responsibility to Protect, and the Use of Military Force”, Global Governance, Vol. 18, No. 3, (July-Sept. 2012), pp. 273-297.
Richard Hanania, “Worse than Nothing: Why US Intervention Made Government Atrocities More Likely in Syria”, Survival, Vol. 62, No. 5, (Oct. -Nov. 2020), pp. 173-192. 
Walter Russel Mead, “The End of the Wilsonian Era: Why Liberal Internationalism Failed”, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 100, No.1(Jan.- Feb. 2021), pp. 123-137. 

Bonus:
Samantha Power, A Problem from Hell: America and the Age of Genocide, New York, Basic Books 2013; Gary J. Bass, Freedom’s Battle: The Origins of Humanitarian Intervention, New York, Vintage Books, 2009.


Week 10: ‘New’ Wars, Part 1: amongst the people
The combination of the threat of terrorism and the humanitarian drive also led to more complex operations where counter-insurgency, stabilization and democratization became central and where the fight for ‘winning hearts and minds’ took the lead. As the most emblematic of these operations demonstrated, -the war in Afghanistan-, successes were few and the global picture is one of failure. How and why did this war go so badly? The class will review the changes about the use of forces and the limits of stabilization operation with the example of Afghanistan. 

Readings:
Ivan Arreguín-Toft, “How the Weak Win Wars: A Theory of Asymmetric Conflict”, International Security, Vol. 26, No. 1, (Summer 2001), pp. 93-128.
Colin M. Fleming, “New or Old Wars? Debating a Clausewitzian Future”, The Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 32, No. 2, (April 2009), pp. 213–241.
Adam Roberts, “Doctrine and Reality in Afghanistan”, Survival, Vol. 51, No.1, (Feb. -March 2009), pp. 29-60. 
Fred Kaplan, “The End of the Age of Petraeus: The Rise and Fall of Counterinsurgency”, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 92, No. 1, (Jan-Feb. 2013), pp. 75-90.
Carter Malkasian, “How the Good War Went Bad: America’s Slow-Motion Failure in Afghanistan”, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 99, No. 2, (March/April 2020), pp. 77-91. 

Bonus:
Phil Klay, Redeployment, London, Penguin 2015; Craig Whitlock, Leslie Shapiro and Armand Emamdjomeh, “The Afghanistan Papers”, The Washington Post, 09 December 2019, available at https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/investigations/afghanistan-papers/documents-database/


Week 11: “New” Wars, Part 2: by the machines
Revolutions in military affairs are frequent. The digitalization and robotization have changed the battlefield and they raise classic questions of ethics, human agency and accountability. Are we reaching a point where wars can be fought without men (or women)? Will cyber-warfare become the main battlefield of tomorrow? Do we exaggerate the importance and significance of technology? Using the example of drones, the class will debate these questions. 

Readings:
Michael C. Horowitz, “When speed kills: Lethal autonomous weapon systems, deterrence and stability”, Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 42, No. 6, (2019), pp. 764-788.
Jürgen Altmann and Frank Sauer, “Autonomous Weapon Systems and Strategic Stability”, Survival, 
vol. 59 No. 5, (Oct.–Nov. 2017), pp. 117-142.
Metin Gurcan, “Drone warfare and contemporary strategy making: Does the tail wag the dog?”, Dynamics of Asymmetric Conflict, Vol. 6, No. 1-3, (2013), pp. 153-167.
Dmitri Alperovitch, “The Case for Cyber-Realism”, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 101, No. 1, (Jan.-Feb. 2022), pp. 44-50. 
Herbert Lin, “The existential threat from cyber-enabled information warfare”, Bulletin of The Atomic Scientists, Vol. 75, No. 4, (2019), pp. 187-196. 
Thomas Rid, “Cyber War Will Not Take Place”, Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 35, No. 1, (2012), pp. 5-32.
Timothy J. Junio, “How Probable is Cyber War? Bringing IR Theory Back In to the Cyber Conflict Debate”, Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 36, No. 1, (2013), pp. 125-133. 
Marietje Schaake, “The Lawless Realm: Countering the Real Cyberthreat”, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 99, No. 6, (Nov.-Dec. 2020), pp. 27-33. 

Bonus: 
Stuart Russel, Artificial Intelligence in Warfare, The BBC Reith Lectures 2021, https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m00127t9; Ben Buchanan, The Hacker and the State: Cyber Attacks and the New Normal of Geopolitics, Cambridge M.A., Harvard University Press, 2020. 


Week 12: Final essay. 


~~~~~~
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José Clemente Orozco, Diver Bomber and Tank, 1940, MoMa., New York. For the painter, the fresco depicts “the subjugation of man by the machines of modern warfare”. 



~~~~~~
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