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  ...   Courses   Ethnographic and Scientific Storytelling  Curriculum

Ethnographic and Scientific
Storytelling

The course offers interaction with creative writers,
experienced ethnographers and anthropologists as well as
refugees and practitioners.

Course description
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Why do stories matter to academics, scientists and scholars? Do they just

“collect” stories, or do they “tell” stories? This course takes a close look at

stories and storytelling within the academic framework by introducing

students to anthropological methodologies such as ethnographic observation-

participation and sensory ethnography (visual, haptic and auditory). In other

words, the course discusses how storytelling and story-listening are modes of

scientific communication with the world that is studied and analysed. The

course stresses ethnography, not in the form of “studying” the world as an

otherness but rather, students are invited to reflect on their own positions,

how their backgrounds, ways of seeing, sensing and being shapes stories.

During the course, students will meet academics, activists, journalists, and

refugee scholars who shall share their stories and students will learn from

their storytelling. Accordingly, students conduct a mini-fieldwork, practice

storytelling and deliver a story essay as their final submission.

It is difficult to argue with the simple principle of ‘stories matter’, but then the

question is how to tell ethnographic stories and encourage social sciences to

remain faithful to those who share their stories with us. What is the role of

ethnographers, fieldworkers, and story collectors in the formation of stories?

How can we experiment with language, images, imaginations, and thoughts to

tell scientifically valid stories? We trace the challenges of ethnographic

storytelling in this course in three levels:

1. What is a story? What do stories tell? How do we write them?

2. What are methods/techniques/methodologies to collect them?

3. How a storyteller or a story collector become part of their story?

Continue reading below for course topics and more

Summer courses
View courses on offer 

Full programme
Return to homepage 
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About this course


Course level

Master /
Advanced


Course coordinator

Younes
Saramifar


Credits

3 ECTS


Contact hours

50 
Language

English 
Tuition fee

€700 - €1250

Additional course information

Learning objectives

Who is this course for?

About the course coordinator

Advised reading

Forms of tuition
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Team VU Amsterdam Summer School
We are here to help!

 amsterdamsummerschool@vu.nl

 +31 20 59 86429

 Skype: by appointment via

amsterdamsummerschool@vu.nl

Contact

 Bianca

Programme

Coordinator

 Celia

Summer and Winter

School Officer

 Helena

Summer and Winter

School Officer

Information Session

Sign up here! 

Newsletter

Click here to subscribe! 
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