ENG 203: ADVANCED COLLEGE ENGLISH SKILLS

	Course title
	ENG 203: Advanced College English Skills 
	Credit value	
	3




	Course Tutor: Elsa Tsakiroglou (eltsaki@act.edu)
· Office hours: Tuesday 9.00-10.00, Thursday 9.30-10.30, Friday 9.00-10.00, Office 10 Constantinidis Hall
· Learning Hub Hours:  Monday 13.00-14.00, Tuesday 10.00-12.00, Thursday 10.30-11.30
Learning Hub 1st floor Bissell Library. Please book an appointment through the library website
https://act.libcal.com/appointments?lid=22&g=1438





	Course type 
	In-class delivery (or online synchronous and asynchronous education in case of contingency)
	Teaching hours
	11 weeks x 4 hours per week



	2. Rationale for the module and its links with other modules

	

	This course is designed to help students develop and employ academic skills that will help them become successful learners. These skills will acquaint Liberal Arts & Science students with the process and practice of academic reading, writing and presenting academic work. The module is designed to build upon knowledge acquired in ENG 101 and ENG 102.




	3. Course Description

	ENG203 aims to embellish and hone academic skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing as well as develop significant critical thinking and research skills essential in an academic community and beyond. Texts on contemporary issues from various disciplines including newspaper articles, autobiographies, essays and peer reviewed journal articles will be examined. Close reading of texts will be the basis for discussions, debates, exercises and written assignments. Podcasts, blogs and short videos will also be used to practice Academic English skills. Themes and skill areas are selected to complement and enrich the learning experience of students of all majors.



	4. Pre-requisite modules or specified entry requirements

	ENG 101, ENG 102




+
	5. Intended learning outcomes

	A. Knowledge and understanding
	Learning and teaching strategy

	At the end of the course, learners will be expected to:

	A1: Evaluate and use sources critically (citing and referencing).
	Lecture, class readings, applied examples, audiovisual material, class
discussions.  

	A2: Identify, assess and utilise the theses and arguments of a text in writing (summarising and paraphrasing).
	Lecture, in-class readings, working in groups, class discussions, exercises.

	A3: Understand and use multi-perspective approaches to a topic (synthesising).
	Lecture, in-class readings, working in groups, class discussions, exercises.



	B. Cognitive Skills
	Learning and teaching strategy

	At the end of the course learners will be expected to:

	B1: Demonstrate academic reading for relevance.
	Case studies, class discussions, presentations, in-class debates, written assessments.

	B2: Form a logical and discursive written argument.
	Lectures, class readings, discussions, case-studies, presentations, written assessments.

	B3: Understand the differences between written and oral presentations.
	Lectures, discussions, in-class activities, written assessments, oral presentation.



	C. Practical and professional skills
	Learning and teaching strategy

	At the end of the course, learners will be expected to:

	C1: Understand academic question types and create own essay titles.
	Lectures, class readings, discussions, case-studies, exercises, written assessments.

	C2: Write a well-structured and researched academic paper in the accepted format.
	Lectures, class readings, discussions, in-class debates, exercises, written assessments.

	C3: Conduct an oral presentation with an awareness of both audience, 
	Lectures, class readings, discussions, in-class debates, exercises, oral presentation.



	D. Key transferable skills 
	Learning and teaching strategy

	At the end of the course, learners will be expected to:

	D1: Do independent research and application to issues beyond the classroom, incorporating own experiences and synthesising elements of other classes and disciplines into own academic writing.
	Readings, group debates, in-class activities, case studies, written assessments, 
exercises.

	D2: Improve academic writing style.
	Readings, exercises, written assessments.

	D3. Display effective group interaction.
	Group debates, case studies, audiovisual material, class discussions 






	6. Indicative content. 

	Academic skills will be taught and practiced through contemporary readings (both academic and journalistic),
audiovisual materials, examples from films and documentaries. The overarching theme of these resources will relate,
but is not limited, to politics, education, technology, social media. Through class materials we will cover a variety of topics
such as identity, trends, current affairs, education, politics (…), which are meant to invite debates and 
critical reflection, whilst being interesting and relevant to students coming from different disciplines and majors. Through 
these materials we will learn and practice skills related to three core academic activities: reading, writing,
and presenting academic work.







	7. Assessment strategy, assessment methods and their relative weightings

	Summative Assessments

	1. Journal Response (1x10%) 

Description:
Students are given  texts on a given topic and are asked to provide a short response (approx. 800 words).

Guidelines: 
· Read the text carefully
· Each unit will include specific instructions for entries and/or responses to questions.
· Response journal entries will require a more subjective type of writing than you will produce for written assignments.
· However, you will need to be specific. Avoid vague statements; always try to find examples to illustrate them.












2. Review Essay (25%)

Description:
Approx. 1,250 word critical review of readings covered in the course. The aim of this paper is for students to integrate and synthesise different sources into an essay.

Guidelines: 
· The purpose of these essays is to allow students to show that they understand the arguments or main points of several readings and can analyse them in a coherent, integrated, and thematic fashion.
· Read the texts carefully.
· Underline key sentences or write the key point (e.g., hypothesis, design) of each paragraph in your own words. Do the same for all of the texts.
· Group arguments from the various texts thematically.
· Write a first draft synthesising the arguments.
· Edit for completeness and accuracy.
· Edit for style.





3. In-class journal response (10%)

Description:
Students are given  texts on a given topic and are asked to provide a short response (approx. 800 words).

Guidelines: 
· Read the text carefully
· Each unit will include specific instructions for entries and/or responses to questions.
· Response journal entries will require a more subjective type of writing than you will produce for written assignments.







3. Critical Essay (25%)

Description:
Approx. 1,500 word essay that takes a stance on an issue. In a good critical essay, a writer makes a claim about how particular ideas/themes are conveyed in a text/film, then supports that claim with evidence from primary or secondary sources.

Guidelines: 
· Critical essays should have a straightforward structure so they are easy for readers to follow. 
· The goal of a critical essay is to clearly follow a “claims and evidence” approach. 
· A good critical  essay should follow this structure:
Introductory paragraph
The thesis statement
Body paragraphs
Conclusions


4. Oral presentation (20%)

Description:
Oral presentation based upon a list of topics provided by the instructor.

Guidelines: 
· Choose one of the articles provided by your instructor
· Create a presentation with ppt (or similar software) 
Your presentation should last 10 minutes, allowing 5 more minutes for questions.


Class Participation (10%)

IMPORTANT: Northeastern and Study Abroad students will be expected to submit an additional paper to satisfy their extra credit requirement.

Formative Assessments:

· Class readings 
· In-class group work
· Debates
· Exercises





	8. Mapping of assessment tasks to learning outcomes

	Learning  outcomes

	Assessment tasks
	A1
	A2
	A3
	B1
	B2
	B3
	C1
	C2
	C3
	D1
	D2         D3
	D3

	Finding and evaluating sources
	x
	
	
	x
	
	
	x
	
	
	x
	
	

	In class essay: Summary writing
	
	x
	
	
	x
	
	
	x
	
	
	x
	

	Review/Critical essay
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	x
	x
	
	x
	x
	

	Journal entries
	x
	x
	
	x
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	x
	

	Group presentation
	
	
	x
	
	
	x
	
	
	x
	x
	X
	x




	9. Key Reading List

	John D Ramage; John C Bean; June Johnson
	2018 (8th ed.)   
	The Allyn & Bacon guide to writing
	Pearson

	Richard H Bullock
	2021(5th ed.) 
	The Norton field guide to writing
	W. W. Norton & Company

	Laurie G. Kirszner; Stephen Mandell
	2004 (9th ed.) 
	Patterns for College Writing
A Rhetorical Reader and Guide
	Bedford/St.Martin’s



	10. Further Resources

	Further resources are found on ACTivity.







Detailed Course Outline

Close reading of texts

1.1.	Welcome, introduction to the course. 
	Overview of syllabus and course policies. 
	Why are academic skills important?
	SQ3R Reading strategy 
	Skimming/scanning and improving reading speed 
	In class activity on skimming/scanning

1.2.	Identifying main ideas and arguments 
	In class activity on identifying ideas and arguments

1.3.	Identification of similarities and differences 
	(i) Methods of critical analysis – how texts reflect similar or different ideas on the same topic.
	(ii) In class activity / discussion

1.4.	Introduction to note-taking:
	(i) Creating an outline of a text 
	(ii) Author chart

1.5.	Reading as an Active and Critical Process:
	(i) Identifying assumptions or bias
	(ii) Identifying tone
	(iii) Evaluating evidence
	(iv) Drawing valid inferences

Readings taken by Patterns of College Writing and The Norton Field Guide to Writing



Finding & Evaluating Sources

2.1.	Criteria: Information Literacy Skills 
	Criteria for evaluation of web sources 
	The value of journal databases
Library Workshop: Searching Sources (Library Staff) 

2.2.	In class activity on annotating sources


 Submission of 1st journal entry (28/1)


3. Summary writing and referencing

3.1.	Role of citation in academic writing:
	(i)  Avoiding plagiarism
	(ii) Effective paraphrasing and quoting
	(iii) Creating a “Works Cited” page
	(iv) Balance of cited material and student text

3.2.	Advanced summary writing:
	(i) Deciding what is crucial information
	(ii) Discussion of article, main points and claims
	(iii) Group summaries task


Submission of 1st written assessment (Review Essay, 18/2) 



3.3.	Developing effective arguments
	Identifying the purpose

3.4.	Writing a thesis statement

3.5.	Structuring your writing
	(i) Body
	(ii)Paragraphs	(iii)Transitions	(iv) Discourse markers
	(v) Drawing conclusions

 In-class journal response (29/2)

3.6.	Critical thinking:
	(i)  Arguments and counterarguments
	(ii) Acknowledging opposing viewpoints

3.7.	Analysis/Evaluation  	
3.8.	Screening: The Full Monty (Cattaneo, 1997)

3.9.	Debating in real life: In-class group activity based on the representations of masculinity in the film Full Monty
	(i) What is your thesis?
	(ii) What is your analysis and evaluation of the film?
	(iii) What is your evidence?

Submission of 2nd written assessment (Critical Essay, 17/3)

4. Presenting (Weeks 10, 11, 12)

4.1.	What makes a good oral presentation? Evaluating presentations:	(i) Format, content, body language
	(ii) Discussion of guidelines for oral presentations

[bookmark: _GoBack]4.2.	Oral Presentations (12/3-26/3)

4.3.	Oral Presentations

5. Revision 


List of class readings

The class readings in this course will cover a variety of themes and topics but it will place a special focus on identity, social media, education, and contemporary masculinities. A detailed list of readings will be provided by the instructor on a weekly basis.


STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 


Attending college is a challenging experience as it means understanding and applying various skills as well as following certain regulations of an academic community. 

More specifically, students will be asked to: 

Keep up with course readings. Students will be asked to read essays, articles from journals and newspapers in numerous contexts and thematic units. Ability to extract main ideas, claims, and arguments from these pieces will enhance critical thinking and reading skills and enable engaged participation in class. 

Maintain good attendance. Regular attendance at class meetings is mandatory. Students are allowed a set number of excused absences. Surpassing this number endangers passing the course. Students are responsible for notifying the instructor when an absence is made for any reason by sending an e-mail message. 

Participate in class discussions. Each class students will be asked to speak in large class discussions or work in small groups or pairs. Therefore, this means having completed the readings for the day. Class discussion also means appropriate language and etiquette always applying civility and respect in the classroom. 

Answer comprehension questions about the course readings in either oral or written form. As part of the class participation grade there will be short tasks to be completed on the course readings; hence, students are advised to be ready for each class meeting. 
 
Complete written assignments. Submit drafts on and papers on prescribed deadlines. Students are entitled to one draft for major assessments. A draft may be submitted 5 days prior to final submission the latest. Late submissions of drafts will not be given any feedback.

Complete short exercises both in class and for homework. Practice in writing enhances academic skills; thus, students will be given numerous activities to develop these skills. Some of these will not be graded but are essential. 

Prepare and deliver a group oral presentation. Oral communication in the academic community is an integral part of the education experience. An essential academic skill is preparing and delivering oral presentations. Through consistent participation in class discussions, confidence in public speaking will increase. 

Apply academic conventions to both oral and written work. Depending on the task / assignment, you must apply appropriate academic conventions such as organisation, tone, register, grammar, vocabulary and sentence structure. Failure to do so will lower your grade. 

Display appropriate student etiquette. Attendance in a college course is serious. It means that you are respectful to the members of the class, you are punctual, and basically you display eagerness to work and cooperate. 

Take notes as needed. Note-taking is essential in college lectures as well as reading textbooks. You will learn effective note-taking strategies that will improve your study skills. 

Compensate for any material covered in a missed class. If you are absent, please contact me for the material and the assignments that you missed. Refer to the absence policy at the end of the syllabus for the exact number of absences that you are allowed to make. 

Adhere to the college-wide academic integrity policy (attached) Cheating and plagiarism are very serious offenses in college. We feel strongly about honesty and originality in your work. Please refer to the attached policy. 

Be ready to do any remedial work. As my goal is for all members of my courses to progress, students will be asked to do remedial work in any aspect of academic skills I feel needs improvement. This is for your benefit and not a punishment. 
Submit work in appropriate format. You must follow the guidelines for each assignment. If you are asked for a hard copy, you will submit a hard copy with the specific guidelines for the format of the assignment. Failure to do so will result in grade reduction. 

ASSESSMENT DEADLINES AND POLICIES

Deadlines
Students must submit work by the deadlines set in the module outline. Where coursework is submitted late and there are no accepted extenuating circumstances it will be penalised in line with the following tariff: Submission within 6 working days: a 10% reduction for each working day late down to the 40% pass mark and no further. Submission that is late by 7 or more working days is refused, mark of 0. Submission after the deadline will be assumed to be the next working day. Mitigating circumstances will be evaluated by the AS&PC.

Assessment of non-degree students taking OU-validated courses (e.g., Study Abroad)
Same method of assessment, i.e. only “summative” assessments determine final grade. However, since those students are not pursuing an OU degree, they are not subject to resits or second marking, and final grade is calculated as the (weighted) average of all “summative” assessments, without requirement of passing all summative assessments to pass the course.

Absence Policy  
Students are expected to attend and participate in all of their courses throughout the term, including the first week. Those who fail to do so may be administratively withdrawn from individual courses of the College. This may affect the students’ scholarship and financial aid eligibility.
A student is considered to have successfully attended a course if s/he has attended 75% of the course lectures. Thus, for a typical ACT course with 42 hours of contact time, the maximum number of absences stands at 10 hours per course. This policy applies to all ACT students, degree-seeking and Study Abroad. Please note that absences are counted on an hourly basis. Absences due to participation in school-related trips and activities may count toward this limit.  

Academic Integrity
All academic divisions at ACT, both undergraduate and graduate, will apply the following policy on academic integrity and be included in the syllabus:
“A student committing an act of Academic Dishonesty in a given course will receive an F (0 percentage points) in the assignment where the academic infraction took place. If a student commits an act of Academic Dishonesty for a second time in the same course, this student will receive a failing grade in that course”.

Policy on the Use of Artificial Intelligence
All assignments you submit, including examinations, must be your own original work; as a result, the use of artificial intelligence (AI) is strictly prohibited in all written assignments on this course. Submissions are checked; if the use of AI is detected and confirmed, your assignment will receive a failing grade.
Where a course allows AI use for learning purposes, your instructor will provide specific guidelines.
Policy on the Use of Technology in the Classroom
Students are expected to attend class sessions with a means of taking notes, such as a notebook, a tablet or a laptop. Smartphones are only allowed with the instructor’s permission, and must be kept out of sight for the duration of the class. Therefore, please place your phone on mute before you come to class.
Trigger Warning
This course may include readings, media, and discussion around sensitive topics. Therefore, please take the time to read through the document Studying emotionally challenging content (uploaded on ACTivity) and talk to your instructor as needed.







Grading Scale



	Grade Description
	% points
	US Letter Grade
	US point grade

	Excellent
	95-100
	A
	4.0

	Very Good (high)
	90-94
	A-
	3.67

	Very Good (low)
	85-89
	B+
	3.33

	Good (high)
	80-84
	B
	3.0

	Good (low)
	75-79
	B-
	2.67

	Satisfactory (high)
	70-74
	C+
	2.33

	Satisfactory (low)
	60-69
	C
	2.0

	Fail
	0-64
	F
	0



