LG148
Principle of Comparative Politics

Michael Coleman
michael.coleman@dcu.ie
Office and Office Hours: TBD

Classes: Tuesday 14.00, GLA CG86 and Thursday 16.00, GLA C104



Course Description

Comparative politics is an incredibly broad field of study. For our purposes, it can be described as the systematic and scientific comparison of how political power is organized, contested, and used across and within states. It includes everything from the study of state formation to financial crises, voting behaviour to civil wars. 

This course introduces issues and concepts in comparative politics, primarily focussing on advanced industrial democracies, with a view to understanding and explaining their differences and similarities with respect to political institutions, the behaviour of key political actors, and their policymaking processes and performance.  It aims to do this while considering ‘politics’ in a broad sense that expands our focus to include social movements and processes. 

 Learning objectives

By the end of the module, students will be able to:

1. Describe and assess the study of comparative politics in a systematic, social-scientific way 
2. Examine key issues in comparative politics 
3. Identify interesting research questions in comparative politics 
4. Evaluate the usefulness of various theoretical approaches to address research questions 
5. Describe a variety of democratic politic systems around the world 
6. Evaluate contemporary developments in democratic politics and social movements

Recommended course textbook: 

Caramani, Daniele (Ed.). 2020. Comparative Politics (5th edition). Oxford: Oxford University Press. Previous editions are also acceptable. 

NOTE: The course textbook is only there to provide introductory material on course topics. It should only make up a small proportion of your overall reading 

Assessment

Full details of assignments will be provided on loop and in the coming weeks. The assignments are assessed as follows:

	Assignment
	Mark
	Due Date

	Short Essay
	30%
	March 1st 2024 at 23:59

	MCQ Exam 
	20%
	Aprill 11th 2024 (Will be held in class)

	Final Essay 
	50%
	April 19th 2024 at 23.59



Late Assignments 

In the interests of fairness, the School applies a late assignment policy, which is a five per cent penalty per working day. Late assignments are only acceptable after an extension has been requested and granted ahead of the submission, and due to personal / family crises, and sickness. Sickness is only acceptable when documented by a medical certificate. 

Academic Integrity Statement 

Plagiarism is the presentation of another person’s words, ideas, arguments, concepts, or designs as your own. Plagiarism comes in many shapes and forms ranging from the copying without referencing, whole sections of published works, to the unattributed use of text, diagrams, illustrations, or formulae.

Module Outline

Week 1: Introduction What is Comparative Politics?

Required Readings 

Caramani, D. (Ed.). 2020. Comparative Politics. Introduction, Chapters 1 +3

Lijphart, A. (1972). Comparative Politics and the Comparative Method, American Political Science Review. 65:3 p.682-693


Week 2: Comparing Democracies 

Required Readings

Bernauer, J., & Vatter, A. (2012). Can't get no satisfaction with the Westminster model? Winners, losers and the effects of consensual and direct democratic institutions on satisfaction with democracy. European Journal of Political Research, 51(4), 435-468.

Matthews, F., & Flinders, M. (2017). Patterns of democracy: Coalition governance and majoritarian modification in the United Kingdom, 2010–2015. British Politics, 12(2), 157-182.

Cheibub, Jose Antonio, Zachary Elkins, and Tom Ginsburg. 2014. ‘Beyond Presidentialism and Parliamentarism.’ British Journal of Political Science 44(3): 515-544.

Linz, Juan. 1990. ‘The Perils of Presidentialism.’ Journal of Democracy 1(1): 51-69.

Recommended:

Lijphart, Arend. 2012. Patterns of Democracy. New Haven: Yale University Press. Chapters 1-3. (also in 1999 edition).

Bogaards, Matthijs. 2015. ‘Making a Difference: An Interview with Arend Lijphart.’ Zeitschrift für Vergleichende Politikwissenschaft 9(1): 83-96.

Huber, John D., and G. Bingham Powell. 1994. ‘Congruence between citizens and policymakers in two visions of liberal democracy.’ World Politics 46(3): 291-326.

Fukuyama, F., Bjorn Dressel, and Boo-Seung Chang. 2005. ‘Facing the Perils of Presidentialism?’ Journal of Democracy 16(2): 102-16.

Gerring, John, Strom C. Thacker, and Carola Moreno. 2009. ‘Are Parliamentary Systems Better?’ Comparative Political Studies, 42(3): 327-359.

Week 4: The Idea of Representation and Voting Systems

Required 

Pitkin, Hanna F. The concept of representation. University of California Press, 1967. Ch 1. 

Lawless, J. L. (2015). Female Candidates and Legislators. Annual Review of Political Science, 18, 349-366 

Gallagher, Michael. 2017. ‘Elections and Referendums’, in Daniele Caramani (Ed.). Comparative Politics (4th edition). Oxford: Oxford University Press: Chapter 10. 

Gallagher, Michael, and Paul Mitchell (Eds.). 2005. The Politics of Electoral Systems. Oxford: Oxford University Press: Chapters 1-3 
 
Recommended


Powell, G.B. Jr. 2004. Political Representation in Comparative Politics. Annual Review of Political Science 7: 273-96. 

Fréchette, Guillaume R., Francois Maniquet, and Massimo Morelli. 2008. Incumbents' Interests and Gender Quotas. American Journal of Political Science 52:891-909. 

Kitschelt, Herbert, and Steven Wilkinson. 2007. Citizen-Politician Linkages: An Introduction. In Patrons, Clients, and Policies: Patterns of democratic accountability and political competition edited by H. Kitschelt and S. Wilkinson. New York Cambridge University Press 

Döring, H., & Manow, P. (2017). Is Proportional Representation More Favourable to the Left? Electoral Rules and Their Impact on Elections, Parliaments and the Formation of Cabinets. British Journal of Political Science, 47(1), 149-164. 

Gallagher, Michael, Michael Laver, and Peter Mair. 2011. Representative Government in Modern Europe (5th edition). Maidenhead: McGraw Hill. Chapter 11. 

Golder, Matt. 2005. ‘Democratic Electoral Systems around the World, 1946-2000.’ Electoral Studies 24(1): 103-21. 

Carey, J. M., & Hix, S. (2011). The Electoral Sweet Spot: Low-‑Magnitude Proportional Electoral Systems. American Journal of Political Science, 55(2), 383397.

Week 4: The ideological and theoretical foundations of Democratic Society: Freedom and Justice

Required Readings

Swift, A (2013) Political Philosophy: A Beginner’s Guide for Politicians and Students, Cambridge: Polity Press. Part 1: Social Justice + Part 2: Liberty

Suggested

Berlin I (1969), 'Two Concepts of Liberty' in: Four Essays on Liberty. London: Oxford
University Press 

Pettit P (1997) Republicanism: A Theory of Freedom and Government. London: Oxford University Press, Chapter 1 + Section I of Chapter 2 

Cohen G A (1995) Self Ownership, Freedom and Equality. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, Chapter 10 

Cohen G A (1995) Self Ownership, Freedom and Equality. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press Chapter 6 and 9 

Nozick R (1974) Anarchy, State and Utopia. New York: Basic
Books, Chapter 5 

Cicerchia L (2022) Structural Domination in the Labour Market. European Journal of
Political Theory. 21 (1): 4-24

Muldoon J (2022) A Socialist Republican Theory of Freedom and
Government. European Journal of Political Theory. 21 (1): 47-67

Week 5: Media and Democracy 

Required

Esser, Frank and Barbara Pfetsch. 2017 ‘Political Communication’ in Daniele Caramani (Ed.). Comparative Politics (4th edition). Oxford: Oxford University Press, Chapter 19. 

Jacobson, Gary C. (2015). ‘How Do Campaigns Matter?’ Annual Review of Political Science, 18, 31-47 Lau, Richard, and Ivy Rovner. 2009. ‘Negative Campaigning.’ Annual Review of Political Science 12: 285-306 

Chomsky, N and Herman, D. (1988) Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media. New York: Pantheon Books. Chapter 1

Recommended

Cassino, D., & Erisen, C. (2010). Priming Bush and Iraq in 2008: A survey experiment. American Politics Research, 38(2), 372-394. 

Groeling, Tim. 2013. ‘Media bias by the numbers: Challenges and opportunities in the empirical study of partisan news.’ Annual Review of Political Science 16: 191151. 

Lahav, Gallya, and Marie Courtemanche. "The ideological effects of framing threat on immigration and civil liberties." Political Behavior 34.3 (2012): 477-505. 

Lau, Richard R., and Gerald M. Pomper. 2002. ‘Effectiveness of negative campaigning in US Senate elections.’ American Journal of Political Science 46(1): 47-66. 

McQuail, Denis. 2010. Mass Communication Theory. London: Sage: 503-536. 

Nyhan, B., & Reifler, J. (2010). When corrections fail: The persistence of political misperceptions. Political Behavior, 32(2), 303-330. 

Week 6: Political Parties and Party Systems

Required readings: 

Caramani, Daniele. 2017. ‘Party Systems’, in in Daniele Caramani (Ed.). Comparative Politics (4th edition). Oxford: Oxford University Press: Chapter 13. 

Elff, Martin. 2007. ‘Social Structure and Electoral Behavior in Comparative Perspective.’ Perspectives on Politics 5(2): 277-94. 

Ferree, Karen. E., G. Bingham Powell, and Ethan Scheiner. 2014. ‘Context, Electoral Rules, and Party Systems.’ Annual Review of Political Science 17: 421-39. 

Jansen, G., Evans, G., & De Graaf, N. D. (2013). Class voting and Left–Right party positions: A comparative study of 15 Western democracies, 1960–2005. Social science research, 42(2), 376-400. 

Recommended 

Bornschier, Simon. 2009. ‘Cleavage Politics in Old and New Democracies’, in Living Reviews in Democracy. Available at: http://democracy.livingreviews.org/ 

Evans, G., & Tilley, J. (2012). How parties shape class politics: Explaining the decline of the class basis of party support. British journal of political science, 42(1), 137-161.
 
Gallagher, Michael, Michael Laver, and Peter Mair. 2011. Representative Government in Modern Europe (5th edition). Maidenhead: McGraw Hill: Chapter 7 and Chapter 9 

McElroy, G. (2017). Party Competition in Ireland- the Emergence of a Left-Right Cleavage. In Michael Marsh et al, A Conservative Revolution?: Electoral Change in Twenty-First Century Ireland, 61. 


Week 7: Reading Week 

Week 8: Political Parties and Populism

Readings tbc

Week 9: Social Movements

Readings tbc

Week 10:  Interest Groups

Readings tbc

Week 11: Political Protest

Readings tbc
. 
Week 12: Recap /Final Assignment prep 

