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MASTERWORKS OF GLOBAL SHORT FICTION: ALIENATION, PROTEST, REDEMPTION


	CREDIT
	3
	INSTRUCTOR
	Yu Jin Ko

	OFFICE 
	
	OFFICE HOURS 
	

	TIME
	TBA
	CLASSROOM LOCATION
	TBA

	E-MAIL 
	yko@wellesley.edu


* Please leave the fields blank which haven’t been decided yet.

[COURSE INFORMATION]
	COURSE DESCRIPTION 
& GOALS
	
This course takes a whirlwind tour of the world through works of short fiction. Each work will provide a distinct and exhilarating experience, but all the works will share their concern with forms of alienation, protest, and redemption. We begin with Franz Kafka's classic tale of grotesque individual alienation, The Metamorphosis, but will quickly turn to Nobel Laureate Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart, which tells the tragic story of cultural crisis in the context of colonial conquest. From there we will move onto chilling gothic short stories by two recent masters of the genre, Mariana Enriquez and Yoko Ogawa. We will end with the Korean novelist Han Kang's lyrical meditation on conflict, defiance and suffering, The Vegetarian. 



	PREREQUISITE
	

None



	COURSE REQUIREMENTS
	1) Midterm
2) Final Exam. 
3) Occasional in-class and take-home writing assignments.




	GRADING POLICY
	
Midterm: 35%
Final Exam: 35 %
Attendance, participation, in-class writing and occasional take-home assignments: 30%





	TEXTS & NOTES
	
Kafka, Franz. The Metamorphosis (pdf provided)
Achebe, Chinua. Things Fall Apart (pdf provided)
Han, Kang. The Vegetarian (Hogarth, ISBN: 978-1101906118)
Ogawa, Yoko.  "Diving Pool" from The Diving Pool (pdf provided)
Enriquez, Mariana. Stories from Things We Lost in the Fire (pdf provided)




	INSTRUCTOR’S PROFILE 
	

Yu Jin Ko is Professor of English at Wellesley College.

https://www.wellesley.edu/english/faculty/koy












[WEEKLY SCHEDULE]
* Your detailed explanation would be very helpful for prospective students to get a pre-approval for credit-transfer from their home university in advance. 
	WEEK (PERIOD)
	WEEKLY TOPIC & CONTENTS
	COURSE MATERIAL &
ASSIGNMENTS
	NOTES

	1
	Introduction 
	
	

	2
	The Metamorphosis,
Things Fall Apart
	
	

	3
	Things Fall Apart
	Midterm
	
						

	4
	"Diving Pool,"  
Stories from Things We Lost in the Fire
	
	

	5
	The Vegetarian
	
	

	6
	The Vegetarian
	Final Exam
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