 ACT

English 101- Spring I 2024
	1. 1. Factual information



	Course Title
	English 101 (including Information Literacy syllabus)
	Credit value
	3

	Course Tutor
	Sophia Nikopoulou (sopnik@act.edu)
 
	Office Hours
(Office 10 Constantinides Hall)
	Monday 12.40-13.40
Thursday 14.00-15.00

	Course Type 
	In-class lecture and guided discussion/activities



2. Rationale of the course within the degree scheme/Prerequisites/other entry requirements
This is a first-year course required for all undergraduate students in all programs as it is a GER (general education requirement). Students are given the opportunity to acquire essential communication, academic writing and information technology skills to enable them to meet advanced demands in their major field of study. More specifically this course relates to those taught in later terms such as English102 and English 203/204. 

3. Aims of the course  
This course aims to help students with academic writing skills, guiding them through the principles of essay writing. Basic principles of paragraph writing are examined as well as various patterns of essay development. In addition, students are introduced to information literacy in order to develop effective search strategies and understand the differences between various types of information resources. 
	4. Pre-requisite courses or specified entry requirements

	B1/B2/C1/C2 Certificate holders


	


	5. Intended Learning Outcomes 

	

	A. Knowledge and understanding
	
	Learning and  teaching strategy

	At the end of the course, learners will be expected to:
A1: Demonstrate measurable improvement in English language level and use advanced grammatical forms and lexis in different types of writing.
A2: Gain knowledge of the basic principles associated with paragraph writing and the various patterns of essay development.

A3: Demonstrate an understanding of Information Literacy skills, necessary for further academic research.
	
	Course readings, effective online material and discussions, language enhancement activities
Written assignments, class discussions,  course readings 
Series of workshops provided by qualified librarians

	B. Cognitive skills


	
	Learning and teaching strategy

	At the end of the course learners will be expected to:
B1: show familiarity with a range of different language learning approaches both taught and self-study and increase independence as a language learner
B2: apply skills of critical analysis and reasoning
B3: respond to written and visual texts analytically and develop an opinion
	
	Information Literacy activities and 

tasks, ongoing written assignments
Course readings, class discussions, journal reflections, text analysis
Written assignments, class discussions, course readings/
audiovisual material

	C. Practical and professional skills
	
	Learning and teaching strategy

	At the end of the course learners will be expected to:
C1: improve self-management skills
C2: Develop organization skills
C3: Improve time management skills

	
	Course readings, written assignments, discussion forums 

Submit written assignments in a timely fashion and seek data through a variety of resources. 


	D Key transferable skills
	
	Learning and teaching strategy

	At the end of the course learners will be expected to:
D1: improve communication capabilities 

D2: demonstrate an improvement in reading an academic text effectively

D3: improve research skills

	
	Forum discussions, synchronous and    asynchronous interaction etc.,  Information literacy group work
Students will be encouraged to apply reading strategies to selected course readings, 
Information Literacy activities and written assignments


	The course focuses on academic reading and writing skills and provides instruction in drafting and revising paragraphs and essays.  It aims to help students with academic writing, gradually guiding them to essay writing, which is the standard format of most college assignments. 
In addition, students will be introduced to information literacy by spending a number of training sessions at Bissell Library, developing effective search strategies, understanding the differences between different types of information resources, and using critical skills to evaluate and use sources. It is assumed that all students will invest substantial time on self-study and language improvement.

Course readings/sample essays are provided to generate topics and to study as models for structure and style in composition.


	7. Assessment strategy, assessment methods, their relative weightings and mapping to course learning outcomes 

	Assessment Strategy:
To measure progress toward fulfillment of these outcomes, students will be required to complete the following assessments: Writing components/Essays and Exams. 
Detailed grading rubrics for each assignment are available on the Moodle platform.



	Assessment Task 
	Weighting
	Week submitted
	Course Learning Outcome(s)  the assessment task maps to

	Two Paragraphs 
Two essays 

One Journal Entry
Students are expected to respond to written texts/visual material and write reflectively to form an opinion

Mid-term Quiz

Students are expected to write a reflective response to a written text and demonstrate the ability to create a well-structured paragraph

Final Exam
Students are expected to write a summary, a paraphrase and an essay 
Class Participation
Information Literacy
	10%

20%

 5%

10%

15%

10%

30%
	See Outline 
 
	See below

	Assessment tasks

	

	
	A1
	A2
	A3
	B1
	B2
	B3
	C1
	C2
	C3
	D1
	D2
	D3
	

	2 Paragraphs
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	2 Essays
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	X
	

	1 Journal

    Entry
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	Mid-term Quiz
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	

	Final Test
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	

	Information

Literacy
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	


9. Course material

· Materials for English 101: “Composition I” Booklet, to be purchased from “Think ink” (photocopy shop - 12 Ionos Dragoumi st.)
· Patterns for College Writing 12th ed. by Laurie Kirszner & Stephen Mandell (selected reading texts provided by the instructor)
	10. Additional material is uploaded on MOODLE (essays, videos, review material, activities)



ASSESSMENT DEADLINES AND POLICIES
Assessment Deadlines
Students must submit work by the deadlines set in the module outline. Where coursework is submitted late and there are no accepted extenuating circumstances it will be penalized in line with the following tariff: Submission within 6 working days: a 10% reduction for each working day late down to the 40% pass mark and no further. Submission that is late by 7 or more working days is refused, mark of 0. Submission after the deadline will be assumed to be the next working day. Mitigating circumstances will be evaluated by the AS&PC.
Assessment of non-degree students taking OU-validated courses (e.g., Study Abroad)

Same method of assessment, i.e. only “summative” assessments determine final grade. However, since those students are not pursuing an OU degree, they are not subject to resits or second marking, and final grade is calculated as the (weighted) average of all “summative” assessments, without requirement of passing all summative assessments to pass the course.

Absence Policy 
Students are expected to attend and participate in all of their courses throughout the term, including the first week. Those who fail to do so may be administratively withdrawn from individual courses of the College. This may affect the students’ scholarship and financial aid eligibility.

A student is considered to have successfully attended a course if s/he has attended 75% of the course lectures. Thus, for a typical ACT course with 42 hours of contact time, the maximum number of absences stands at 10 hours per course. This policy applies to all ACT students, degree-seeking and Study Abroad. Please note that absences are counted on an hourly basis. Absences due to participation in school-related trips and activities may count toward this limit.  
Academic Integrity
All academic divisions at ACT, both undergraduate and graduate, will apply the following policy on academic integrity and be included in the syllabus:

“A student committing an act of Academic Dishonesty in a given course will receive an F (0 percentage points) in the assignment where the academic infraction took place. If a student commits an act of Academic Dishonesty for a second time in the same course, this student will receive a failing grade in that course”.
Policy on the Use of Artificial Intelligence
All assignments you submit, including examinations, must be your own original work; as a result, the use of artificial intelligence (AI) is strictly prohibited in all written assignments on this course. Submissions are checked; if the use of AI is detected and confirmed, your assignment will receive a failing grade. Where a course allows AI use for learning purposes, your instructor will provide specific guidelines.
Policy on the Use of Technology in the Classroom
Students are expected to attend class sessions with a means of taking notes, such as a notebook, a tablet or a laptop. Smartphones are only allowed with the instructor’s permission, and must be kept out of sight for the duration of the class. Therefore, please place your phone on mute before you come to class.

Trigger Warning
This course may include readings, media, and discussion around sensitive topics. Therefore, please take the time to read through the document Studying emotionally challenging content (uploaded on ACTivity) and talk to your instructor as needed.

Special Accommodations
If you have specific physical, psychological, or any other learning disabilities that you believe may require accommodations for this course, you should visit the Dean’s office by bringing the appropriate documentation.

The Learning Hub (1st floor, Bissell Library) is staffed by experienced English faculty and you are encouraged to use its services. Please find your schedule and book an appointment on the Library site.
GRADING SCALE
	Grade Description
	% points
	US Letter Grade
	US point grade

	Excellent

	95-100
	A
	4.0

	Very Good (high)
	90-94
	A-
	3.67

	Very Good (low)
	85-89
	B+
	3.33

	Good (high)

	80-84
	B
	3.0

	Good (low)

	75-79
	B-
	2.67

	Satisfactory (high)
	70-74
	C+
	2.33

	Satisfactory (low)
	65-69
	C
	2.0

	COURSE OUTLINE

	WEEK #1
(8/1- 14/1)
· Introduction to the Course and Information Literacy
· Diagnostic Test

· Introduction to Academic Reading and Writing Skills (Reading & Writing Strategies PPT) 


	WEEK #2
(15/1- 21/1)
	· Critical Thinking Skills College Students need to Apply
· Academic Reading (Patterns for College Writing)
· Paragraph Structure - The Three Parts of a Paragraph  

· The Topic Sentence, Supporting Sentences, The Concluding Sentence
· Writing Topic and Concluding Sentences

· The Journal Entry Task (presentation and guidelines)



	WEEK #3
(22/1- 28/1)
	· Unity and Coherence in a Paragraph 
· Repetition of Key Pronouns and Pronoun Consistency

· Using Transition Signals

· Recognizing kinds of Logical Order
· Paragraph 1 (Due date on ACTIVITY LMS) 
· LIBRARY SESSION 1



	WEEK #4
(29/1- 4/2)
	· Paragraph Structure Continued….

· Supporting Details: Facts, Quotations and Statistics   
· Using Outside Sources and Avoiding Plagiarism

· Reporting Indirect Quotations

· Paragraph 2 (To Be Written in Class)
· LIBRARY SESSION 2


	WEEK #5
(5/2- 11/2)
	· From Paragraph to Essay 
· The Introductory Paragraph, Body Paragraphs
· The Importance of a Coherent Thesis Statement
· Thesis Statements for Logical Division of Ideas
· Journal Entry (Due date on ACTIVITY LMS)
·  LIBRARY SESSION 3


	WEEK #6
(12/2- 18/2)
	· Writing an Essay Continued….

· Transitions between paragraphs

· The Concluding Paragraph

· LIBRARY SESSION 4
(No Classes on February 15th and 16th)


	WEEK #7
(19/2-25/2)
	· The Concluding Paragraph Continued…

· Essay Outlining

· Applying What You Have Learned
· LIBRARY SESSION 5
· Mid-Term Quiz


	WEEK #8
(26/2- 3/3)
	· Cause and Effect Essays 

· Block Organization

· Chain Organization

· Signal words and phrases
· Academic Reading (Patterns for College Writing)

· Applying what you have learned 
· Essay 1 (Due date on ACTIVITY LMS)  

· LIBRARY SESSION 6  


	WEEK #9
(4/3- 10/3)
	· Paraphrase and Summary 

· Using Paraphrase and Summary as Support

· In class Practice: Writing Paraphrases and Summaries (Pair Work and Peer Assessment) 
· LIBRARY SESSION 7


	WEEK #10
(11/3-17/3)
	· Introduction to Comparison and Contrast Essays 
· Point-by-point Organization
· Block Organization

· Outlining a Comparison/Contrast Essay
· Essay 2 (Due date on ACTIVITY LMS)


	WEEK #11
(18/3-24/3)
WEEK #12
28/3-3/4

	· Comparison and Contrast Essays continued….

· Comparison and Contrast Signals

· Academic Reading (Patterns for College Writing)

· Applying what you have learned

· Final Exam Review

· Final Exams




Bissell Library, American College of Thessaloniki (ACT), Greece

Information Literacy Syllabus
Description: 


The Bissell Library Information Literacy (IL) course taught by Bissell Librarians features seven (7) in-class sessions. 

The course is graded and comprises 30% of the total grade for the English 101 course. The IL course focuses on teaching effective search strategies, critical thinking skills, selecting and evaluating resources and the ethical use of information. 

Course Goals: 

1. Provide to students an introduction to Information Literacy

2. Teach students how to effectively and efficiently research, select, access, search, and evaluate print and e-resources, and web information sources

3. Teach students about the ethical use of information for research

4. Create flexible, life-long research skills for effective information seeking and retrieval

The program design and Learning Outcomes (see Appendix) incorporate Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL) Information Literacy Standards and Framework. 

Learning Outcomes 
1.  Identify various types of resources offered by the library

2.  Construct effective searches and implement specific searching strategies in order to effectively select and access relevant and accurate information 

3.  Incorporate resources into course assignments and projects

4.  Critically examine resources and applying evaluation criteria 

5.  Select the most relevant, reliable, accurate, and valid information for course assignments and projects

6.  Document the research process in order to demonstrate research progress

7.  Demonstrate an understanding of the ethical use of information, basic copyright, fair use of copyright material, and what constitutes plagiarism

Follow laws, regulations, ACT policies, and etiquette related to the access and use of information resources for assignments and projects.

Content outline: Please see Appendix.

Course Assessment: 

Self-assessment (not graded):

Class hands-on exercises (Moodle & Internet mini quizzes) 

Graded assessment:

       10% Final quiz

10% Research Demo Assignment

7%   Database presentation 

3%   In class exercises/class participation
	
	Instructor
	Objectives
	Learning Outcomes

	Pre-course

First Day of Class
	Information Literacy Definition

  Introduce Course Management System   

  (CMS) (IT instructor)
	Present the standards of the skills an Information Literate Person should possess, according to ACRL.


Demonstrate Moodle Information Literacy course module
	Acknowledge the skills that will be possessed when the Information Literacy sessions are finished, if all requirements are met by the student. 
Apply Moodle CMS in order to effectively participate in college courses

	
	Pre-assessment survey
	Assess  students’ pre-course information seeking skills


	

	1st session 

Introduction -  

Library Catalog


	 Review syllabus, course requirements
 Learning Hub website

Types of books and their parts 
Locating books in the library      

Dewey Decimal Classification System (DDC) 

Library Catalog Searching for books 
	Inform students about course elements and assignments 

Demonstrate the Learning Hub website for better use of the service

Teach various parts of a book, such as title page, verso, contents, bibliography, front/back page. 

Demonstrate DDC and explain how it can be used for locating materials in the library

Introduce library catalog searching to students
	Identify the services offered by the Learning Hub and how students can book appointments in order to gain maximum benefit

Identify the uses of the parts of a book in order to maximize their uses

Apply the principles of an LCS in order to effectively locate materials on the shelves 

Apply the principles of library catalog searching in order to effectively retrieve information

	2nd session

Ethical Use 

of Information
	 What is plagiarism? 

 Ethical use of information

 Citing Sources (Harvard OU)


	Introduce definitions of plagiarism and the ethical use of information 

  Emphasize importance of citing the sources 


	Identify the nature of plagiarism and the need for bibliographic referencing in order to use information ethically

Work on citation exercises in order to become familiar with different citation styles

	3rd session

Search Strategies
	 Information Cycle 
 Types of sources / Journals vs. Magazines

 Searching Strategies


	Examine the appropriateness and timeliness of different resource types 

Outline the different types of sources


Introduce Boolean Logic and its relevance and applications to subject searching. 
	Differentiate between types of sources and available formats in order to select sources appropriately according to the need 

Understand the principles of searching in order to retrieve the best available sources

	4th session 
Databases 
(Article - 
ebooks)
	 Database Searching Strategies: searching   
 by subject, author, title 

 Database selecting and accessing

  E-books


	Introduce controlled language searching (subject headings) vs. keyword and author, title searching

Explain criteria for database(s) selection

Introduce searching for and within electronic books
	Formulate keywords and phrases in order to efficiently search within databases for reliable  resources 

Identify the most appropriate database to use in order to effectively satisfy their information needs 

Utilize search strategies in order to benefit from the special features electronic books provide

	5th session

Assignment 
	  Database Presentation
	Students demonstrate in groups a database
	Become acquainted with presentation skills in order to demonstrate them in academic studies and later in life as a life-long learning skill

	6th session 

Internet
	 Search engines

 Web evaluation criteria 


	Introduce web search strategies, Google Scholar: pros & cons

Present web evaluation criteria for selecting accurate, reliable information 


	Select appropriate sites and distinguish between sources in order to employ effective web search strategies for information retrieval

Evaluate and utilize web resources based on evaluation criteria in order to select the most accurate, timely, objective, extensive and authoritative resources

	7th Session 
Final
	 Final Exam = Quiz
	
	


