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BIEEM A sufficient English-level to follow this class and a genuine interest in studying Japanese history.
Prerequisites |Willingness to read and discuss assignments, and actively participate in class.
RBEHRE In this course, students will acquire basic knowledge of Japanese history for in-depth exploration.
Course
Description
BEOME This class will provide a general introduction to Japanese history, paying special attention to customs, everyday life and
Contents thinking.
A/B: Become acquainted with an academic approach to and understand the basic terms and concepts involved in the
BEDBEERE  |study of Japanese history. Acquire knowledge about Japanese historic developments and their effects on society and
Learning Goals |culture.
E: Develop a cross-cultural and comparative historical understanding.
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Lecture

#5351l Course Schedule

FESNDFB OISR Pre and Post-class learning

Introduction, explanation of testing and assignments, interpreting historical
documents, groupwork historical synchronopsis
Prehistoric and ancient Japan I

Please read: https://www.britannica.com/place/Japan/History
(preparation and follow-up studying time about 4hrs)

Prehistoric and ancient Japan II, Yayoi and Jomon periods, the introduction of rice

and its effects on Japanese society

https://heritageofjapan.wordpress.com/
https://factsanddetails.com/japan/cat16/sub105/entry-5283.html
Assigned readings

(preparation and follow-up studying time about 4hrs)

Asuka period, the influx of Chinese culture

http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/tps/600ce_cn.htm
Assigned readings
(preparation and follow-up studying time about 4hrs)

Nara period and the introduction of Buddhism

http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/tps/600ce_jp.htm
Assigned readings
(preparation and follow-up studying time about 4hrs)

The Heian period, assimilation of Chinese culture

https://www.colorado.edu/ptea-curriculum/imaging-japanese-history-1
Assigned readings
(preparation and follow-up studying time about 4hrs)

The rise of the warrior class and the establishment of the Kamakura shogunate

Assigned readings
Barbara L. Arnn: Local Legends of the Genpei War: Reflections of Mediaeval
Japanese History (https://www.jstor.org/stable/1177683)

(preparation and follow-up studying time about 4hrs)

Mongol threat and Kenmu restoration

https://www.thoughtco.com/the-mongol-invasions-of-japan-195559
https://jref.com/articles/kemmu-restoration.277/

Assigned readings

(preparation and follow-up studying time about 4hrs)

Ashikaga shogunate

https://www.colorado.edu/ptea-curriculum/imaging-japanese-history-4
Assigned readings
(preparation and follow-up studying time about 4hrs)

Sengoku period and the unification of Japan; Oda Nobunaga, Toyotomi Hideyoshi

and Tokugawa Ieyasu

https://www.nippon.com/en/japan-topics/b06905/0da-nobunaga-and-the-struggle-
to-unify-japan.html

http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/at/tokugawa/tj01.html

Assigned readings

(preparation and follow-up studying time about 4hrs)

10

Japan's encounter with the West

https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2298.html
https://worldhistoryconnected.press.uillinois.edu/3.3/gilbert.html
Assigned readings

(preparation and follow-up studying time about 4hrs)

11

Edo period I

https://aboutjapan.japansociety.org/content.cfm/the_polity_of_the_tokugawa_era_1
Assigned readings
(preparation and follow-up studying time about 4hrs)

https://agora.nagasaki-gaigo.ac.jp/syllabus/details.aspx
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Edo period II

https://www.grips.ac.jp/teacher/oono/hp/lecture_J/lec02.htm

12 Assigned readings
(preparation and follow-up studying time about 4hrs)
Meiji period http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/special/japan_1750_meiji.htm
13 Assigned readings

(preparation and follow-up studying time about 4hrs)

14 Modern Japan

Assigned readings
(preparation and follow-up studying time about 4hrs)

15 |Presentations and final discussion

homework assignment(4hrs)
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other
BN There is no textbook for this class. Course materials will be announced during class.

Please contact me for further recommendations.

J.W. Hall (Ed.): "Cambridge History of Japan" 6 volumes,
Mason/Caiger: "A History of Japan",

SENE Reischauer's "Japan-The Story of a Nation",
References Allinson's "Columbia Guide to Modern Japanese History"

BIEDBER
Special Notes

Regular, well prepared, and active participation is required for this class. Grading will be based on active
participation, assignments and a presentation of about 10-15 minutes length. The respective topics need to be
discussed with me in advance, please contact me about that as early as possible. If students need additional
coursework in order to meet the demands of their home university, please let me know very early on in the
semester so we can work out an appropriate plan in consultation with your home university.

BB
Contact

Office: 324
Office hour: Thursday 2nd period, or by appointment
marra@tc.nagasaki-gaigo.ac.jp

2(CDWT
Feedback

B (NFZ S - L7R— |Regular feedback will be provided after each assignment. Please also contact me for details on your personal
- 58%8) DT+ — R\ |progress.
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Reflection, points of
improvement and
Comment to the Result
of Survey on Lecture (to
be completed after end
of course)

https://agora.nagasaki-gaigo.ac.jp/syllabus/details.aspx
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