Purpose of the Course (Dersin Amaci)

The course aims to explore in depth the underlying role of psychology behind political actions
and thought. This interdisciplinary course bridges psychology and political science by exploring
how individual psychological factors such as personality, cognition, emotion, and motivation
influence political beliefs and actions. Additionally, the course addresses topics such as political
socialization, ideology, leadership, group identity and intergroup relations, decision-making
processes, and the influence of media and communication on political perceptions. Through this
course, students will learn about the psychological factors that drive political extremism, voter
behavior, and the dynamics of political persuasion and conflict. The course also examines
historical and current political events through a psychological lens, providing insights into the
role of psychology in shaping political outcomes. The goal is to provide students with a nuanced
understanding of how psychological principles apply in the political arena and to develop their
ability to analyze and engage with political issues critically and knowledgeably.

(Politik Psikoloji dersinin amaci 6grencilere politik davranis ve distncenin altinda yatan
psikolojik mekanizmalar hakkinda derinlemesine bir anlayis saglamaktir. Bu disiplinlerarasi ders,
kisilik, bilis, duygu ve motivasyon gibi bireysel psikolojik faktorlerin siyasi inanglari, tutumlari ve
eylemleri nasil etkiledigini kesfederek psikoloji ve siyaset bilimi arasinda kdpru kurar. Siyasi
sosyallesme, ideoloji, liderlik, grup kimligi ve gruplar arasi iligkiler, karar alma suregleri ve medya
ve iletisimin siyasi algilar (izerindeki etkisi gibi konulari ele alir. Ogrenciler siyasi asirihigi
yoénlendiren psikolojik faktorleri, segmen davraniglarini ve siyasi ikna ve ¢atisma dinamiklerini
ogrenirler. Ders ayni zamanda tarihsel ve guincel siyasi olaylari psikolojik bir mercekle
inceleyerek, psikolojinin siyasi sonuclari sekillendirmedeki roltne iligkin iggoriler saglar. Amag,
ogrencilere psikolojik ilkelerin siyasi arenada nasil uygulandigina dair incelikli bir anlayig
kazandirmak, siyasi meseleleri elestirel ve bilgili bir sekilde analiz etme ve bunlarla ilgilenme
yeteneklerini gelistirmektir.)

Course Description/Content (Dersin igerigi)

The content of the Political Psychology course typically includes a wide range of topics that
blend psychological principles with political phenomena. The course typically begins with an
overview of the basic theories and concepts in political psychology, showing students how
psychological factors influence political behavior and thought. Topics include examining political
socialization, how individuals form their political beliefs and values, and the influence of family,
education, and social groups on this process. The course examines the role of personality traits,
cognitive biases, and emotions in shaping political attitudes and behavior, including voting
decisions, political participation, and ideology formation. Group dynamics is a central theme,
with discussions of group identity, intergroup relations, and the psychology of leadership, looking
at how leaders influence and are influenced by their followers. The course also covers
psychological aspects of political communication and persuasion, including the impact of media
and propaganda. Contemporary issues such as political extremism, terrorism, and conflict
resolution are examined through a psychological lens as well. Through a combination of



lectures, case studies, and research analysis, the course aims to provide students with a
comprehensive understanding of the complex interaction between psychology and politics.

(Politik Psikoloji dersinin igerigi tipik olarak psikolojik ilkeleri politik olgularla harmanlayan genis
bir konu yelpazesini igerir. Ders genellikle politik psikolojideki temel teori ve kavramlara genel bir
bakigla baglar ve égrencilere psikolojik faktorlerin politik davranisi ve disuinceyi nasil etkiledigini
gosterir. Konular arasinda politik sosyallesmenin incelenmesi, bireylerin politik inang ve
degerlerini nasil olusturduklarinin arastiriimasi ve ailenin, egitimin ve sosyal gruplarin bu sireg
Uzerindeki etkisi yer almaktadir. Ders, kisilik 6zelliklerinin, bilissel dnyargilarin ve duygularin, oy
verme kararlari, siyasi katilim ve ideoloji olusumu da dahil olmak Uzere siyasi tutum ve
davraniglari sekillendirmedeki rolind inceliyor. Grup dinamikleri, grup kimligi, gruplararasi
iligskiler ve liderlik psikolojisi Uzerine tartismalarin yer aldigi, liderlerin takipgilerini nasil
etkiledigine ve onlardan nasil etkilendiklerine bakilan merkezi bir temadir. Ders ayni zamanda
medya ve propagandanin etkisi de dahil olmak Uzere siyasal iletisim ve iknanin psikolojik
yonlerini de ele almaktadir. Siyasi asirilik, terérizm ve gatisma ¢ézimi gibi gtincel konular
psikolojik bir mercekle inceleniyor. Dersler, vaka ¢alismalari ve arastirma analizlerinin birlesimi
yoluyla ders, 6grencilere psikoloji ve politika arasindaki karmasik etkilesime dair kapsamli bir
anlayis saglamayi amaglamaktadir.)



Language of Instruction - English

Grading (Degerlendirme)
Midterm Assignment(s) = 40%
End of Year Assignment(s) = 60%

Final Exam = 100 points

Degerlendirme

Degerlendirme Deger
Yariyil (Y1) Igi Etkinlikleri 40
Yaryil (Yil) Sonu Etkinlikleri 60

Yanyil (Yil) Sonu Etkinlikleri Deger

Final Sinavi 100



Total Hours/Work Approximation for Semester (Ogrenci is Yiikii Hesabi)
Amount of Classes = 45 classes

Length of Class = 3 hours

Overall Approximation of Hours spent on the course = 135 hours

Etkinlikler Sayisi (SS[;t;?i ;I:a'::)m I Yaka
g:lrlsgg;cesiJSonram Bireysel 10 5 20

Proje ve Hazirhgi 1 5 5

Odev ve Hazirhd: 3 3 9

Sunum ve Hazirhig 1 3 3

Arastirma ve Hazirhg 4 3 12

Arasinav ve Hazirhgi 1 5 5

Final ve Hazirhg 1 10 10



