[bookmark: _mv1qnoaz9cd8]Course Module Information
[bookmark: _uqs8dimk446d]SP3134: Human Rights Advocacy: Concepts, Law and Practice
[bookmark: _37hvsoe19mmf]Semester 1 | Credits: 5
This module is divided into two parts. Part I offers an introduction to the different elements of the international human rights paradigm, including: fundamental ideas and principles that underpin human rights (e.g. equality, non-discrimination, universality, indivisibility); the content and practice of human rights laws, treaties and mechanisms (e.g. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights or the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women); the role of states and governments, how they are held accountable and their relation to human rights monitoring institutions (e.g., the UN Human Rights Council); and the dynamics of human rights advocacy, the central role of human rights non-governmental organisations (e.g., Amnesty International) and individual activists. Part II focuses on a selection of timely human rights issues and challenges in particular contexts (e.g., religion in public education in Ireland, rights of indigenous communities in Canada, censorship in China). The module also examines human rights concerns of particular groups, such as discrimination based on gender, ‘race’, disability, and/or other prohibited grounds, and how these are addressed within a human rights framework.
(Language of instruction: English)
[bookmark: _mhik5cuz1m9v]Learning Outcomes
1. State and explain the main provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and related treaties and mechanisms.
2. Apply human rights principles and ideas when describing and analysing specific human rights issues.
3. Locate and evaluate primary and secondary sources used in human rights research.
4. Research and write a report on a human rights issue in a particular context.
5. Make recommendations for human rights policy in response to a human rights issue.
[bookmark: _6y0id0ak67c5]Assessments
· Continuous Assessment (100%)
[bookmark: _awbuissq8t7o]Module Director
· NUALA DONOHUE: Research Profile | Email
[bookmark: _2p0mh236tkt]Lecturers / Tutors
· MICHAEL DONNELLY:  Research Profile
· NIAMH REILLY:  Research Profile
[bookmark: _18q6i9tsgqhe]Reading List
1. "International Human Rights Law and Practice" by Ilias Bantekas,Lutz Oette
ISBN: 9780521152365.
Publisher: Cambridge University Press
2. "Textbook on International Human Rights" by Rhona K. M. Smith
ISBN: 9780199274161.
Publisher: Oxford University Press, USA
The above information outlines module SP3134: "Human Rights Advocacy: Concepts, Law and Practice" and is valid from 2018 onwards.
Note: Module offerings and details may be subject to change.
